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New Records of Dalmatian Algyroides (Algyroides
nigropunctatus, DUMERIL and BIBRON, 1839)
(Lacertidae) in Montenegro with Comment on its
Conservation Status
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Abstract: Dalmatian Algyroides (Algyroides nigropunctatus, DUMERIL and BiBron, 1839) is a
Balkan subendemic lacertid lizard with strong dependence on the Mediterranean climatic
conditions. Its distribution area is restricted to the coastal zone and the islands of the
Eastern Adriatic and in the Western part of Ionian Sea. Relatively few data of Dalmatian
Algyroides were known for the territory of Serbia and Montenegro. This species was found
relatively deep inlands in the valleys, canyons and gorges of the Eastern Adriatic tributaries
in Montenegro, as well as in Metohia (Serbia). In this paper, we present more precise
insight into the distributional pattern of this species in Montenegro. Conservation status of
this species in Serbia and Montenegro is also proposed.
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The distributions of amphibian and reptile species on the Balkan Peninsula have very
diverse patterns, due to the complex position of mountain ranges and river flows. The
mosaic distribution of vegetation communities in the area, connected or not with the
hospitable climatic corridors provides conditions for somewhat unexpected occurrence
of many members of Mediterranean herpetofauna deeply in the continent.

Dalmatian Algyroides (Algyroides nigropunctatus, DUMERIL and BiBroN, 1839) is a
Balkan subendemic lacertid lizard with strong dependence on the Mediterranean cli-
matic conditions. Its distribution area is restricted to the coastal zone and the islands of
the Eastern Adriatic and in the Western part of Ionian Sea (ArnoLp 2002,
CHonDRrOPOULOS 1983, 1997). This species was also found relatively deep inlands in the
valleys, canyons and gorges of the Eastern Adriatic tributaries (reviewed in DZuki¢
1970, Dzuki¢ and PasuLievi¢ 1979).

Relatively few data on Dalmatian Algyroides were known for the territory of
Serbia and Montenegro. Among them, four are situated in the Mediterranean part of
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Fig. 1. New localities (solid circles) of Dalmatian Algyroides (4/gyroides nigropunctatus) in Montenegro
(CM 09, CM 47, CM 69, CN 63, CN 53/63) National UTM grid 10 x 10 km Reference). Published
records (open circles).

Montenegro - restricted on the slopes of the Orjen Mountain (Borkay 1924), Crmnica
and some islands in the region of Skadar Lake (Dzuki¢ 1970, Dzukic¢ and PASULIEVIC
1979, Crnobrnja-Isailovi¢ and Dzuki¢ 1995, BEjakovic et al. 1996). Dalmatian Algyroides
is also discovered in Metohia in Southwestern Serbia (Dzuki¢ 1970, Dzuki¢ and PAsuLIEVIC
1979). The new records presented here give more precise insight into the distributional
pattern of this species in Montenegro.

Lustica Peninsula in the Boka Kotorska Bay, with the highest elevation of 585 m
a. s. 1., was assigned as a new founding place of Dalmatian Algyroides (Fig. 1, record 1),
after tourists caught one male in September 1987 in the surroundings of Krasici village
(UTM 10 x 10 km CM 09).

Except old records concerning the western slopes of the Orjen Mountain (BoLkay
1924), other published data of A. nigropunctatus occurrence in Montenegro point on
restricted area near the western bank of Lake Skadar - Crmnica (Virpazar, Brcela, see
in: Dzuki¢ and PasuLievic 1979) and some of the islands situated along the foothills of
the Rumija Mountain (Brsakovi¢ et al. 1996).
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The continental distributional gap between Crmnica and the Albanian localities
was diminished after the discovery of new local population about 5 km straight from
Virpazar to the east. On 21% May 1994 we noticed female and male in the small gorge
between the villages of Godinje and Gornja Seoca (UTM CM 47 - Fig. 1, record 2).
They were observed at 01 p.m., while foraging around the large, sunny stones near the
footpath, some 20m above a tiny water flow running through the gorge. The relatively
steep slopes were covered with dense vegetation.

About 23 km straight north we discovered another new locality on 29" May 1996.
An adult female was caught at 02 p.m. near a dry riverbed at the western foothills of
Deci¢ hill, in the vicinity of Tuzi town (UTM CM 69 - Fig. 1, record 3). The terrain was
partially covered with shrubs and small trees, with indication of sporadic occurrence of
water flow.

Finally, on 29 July 2000, during the field trip along the Moraca River Canyon we
found a female specimen of Dalmatian Algyroides at about 300m a. s. 1. (Fig. 1, record
4). The site of finding is situated at the left bank of the Moraca River (UTM CN 63).
A specimen was recorded in late evening at the dry, rocky habitat of southeastern
exposition, covered with bushy vegetation. Next year, on 27" July 2001, we found
Dalmatian Algyroides (one female specimen) in the Mrtvica River Canyon (right tribu-
tary of Moraca River), to the southwest from the first record. The site of finding is
situated on the left bank of the Mrtvica River, down from Mrtvo Duboko village (UTM
CN 53-63 - Figure 1, record 5), at 400 - 600 m a. s. 1. and southwestern exposition. This
record shifts the northern border of the distribution area in Montenegro additionally 60
km into the mainland. Also, the record from the Moraca River (42°45732" latitude;
19%24758 “longitude) is situated north to the previously assigned northernmost locality of
this species in Serbia and Montenegro (spring of Beli Drim River, in Metohia - 4244°21”
latitude; 20°18°38"" longitude; see Fig. 1) (Dzuki¢ and Pasuljevi¢, 1979).

The records from the Moraca River and its tributary are not surprising, because the
influences of the Mediterranean climate spread through this and other canyons deep into
the continental part of Montenegro (Dzki¢ 1991, Tomovi¢ et al., 2001). The refuge
character of the the Moraca River Canyon has general influence on the distribution and the
presence of relict vascular flora and fauna on this territory (LAkusIC 1972, LAKUSIC ef al.
1989). The records from Tuzi and the Mrtvica River suggest that the distributional gap
between the population of Morac¢a River Canyon and the southern ones could not be
complete. Despite the general inhospitable climatic characteristics of this species in the
northern part of Skadar Lake valley (mostly open ground, with scarce vegetation and
prolonged drought during the year) the new records argue that Dalmatian Algyroides could
be distributed along the Moraca River and its tributaries. Local populations are often found
in degraded shrub, bushes between fields and rocky cliff areas near water (BEjakovic et al.
1996) - generally in habitats (or its remnants), which provide appropriate conditions of
msolation, shade and moisture.

Additional discoveries of A. nigropunctatus local populations in the broad area of
the Skadar Lake region are expected, according to the diversity of relief and vegetation
communities (CRNOBRNJA-IsaiLovi¢ and Dzuki¢ 1995). Also, the recent finding of Medi-
terranean herpetological elements in the continental part of Montenegro (Tomovic et al.
2001) points, that more detailed investigations could additionally change the established
contours of species area.

A. nigropunctatus is protected by national legislations both in Montenegro and
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Serbia (Dzuki¢ 1995). The patchy distribution of finding sites suggests that special care
should be taken to maintain the genetic variability in local populations as well as to
preserve its habitats.
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HoBu cBegenust 3a gaamamunckusim as2upougec
(Algyroides nigropunctatus, DUMERIL and BIBRON, 1839)
(Lacertidae) B Uepna 2opa ¢ komenmap 3a nezoBust
koncepBauuonen cmamyc

P. Aiimuu, A. TomoBuu, M. Axekcuu, . Lprobwpus-HcaiiroBuu

(Pe3rome)

Haamamunckusim aazupougec (Algyroides nigropunctatus, DuMERIL and BiBroN, 1839) e
6aakancku cybengemuuen 2ywep om cemelicmBo Lacertidae cec cuana 3aBucumocm om
cpeguzemnomMopckume kaumamuunu ycaoBust. Pationsm Ha He2oBomo paznpocmpanenue
e oepanuuen B kpaiibpezknama 30oHa u Ha ocmpoBume B uzmoyHama uyacm Ha
Agpuamuuecko u B 3anagnama yacm na Vonuticko Mope. Ha mepumopusima na Cbpoust
u Yepna 2opa ca w3Becmuu maako cBegenust 3a mo3u Bug. Toti e omkpuBan B cpaBrumeano
gbaboku goaunu, kanboHu u geduaema okoao usmoynume npumouu Ha Agpuamuuecko
Mmope B Uepna 2opa, kakmo u 8 Memoxust (CopOust).

B mas3u cmamusi npegcmaBsame no-npeuusen noz2aeg Bbpxy Mogeaa Ha
pasnpocmpaneHue Ha mo3u Bug B Uepna 2opa. Ilpegaaza ce u koncepBauuonen
cmamyc Ha mo3u Bug B Cvpbust u Uepna 2opa.
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