
scoles, lorge scoles on the upperside of the onkle, ond color pottern.
Petrov's viery (t904) thot the subspecies obscur,: should be treoted os o

synonym of L.s. rudit hos not been confirmed by our investigotions. From

oll evidence, the odult mole of rock lizrds from the Atensk gorge in
Georgio described by M4l.ly (1909) os o likely hybrid specier k"gIS
ggmpg:llg should be ploced in the subspecies g,bscuro-.

Specimens ec<omined. Georgio: 9859 (9), Borzhomi : IUSO (23)
Borzhomi: 14414 (l), Bokurioni; 17057 ß), Borzhomi, rood in Akholtskikhe
17059 (3), gorge of Bonis-Khevi neor Borzhomi;17171 (24), berween
Borzhomi ond Akholtsikhe; 1717? (15), Borzhomi, volley of the Borzhomki
River; 17445 (36), oround Abostumoni; 175 16 (3), Atskuri, Akholtsikh
region; 17540 6), Abostumoni, rood in the Zekori pass;17744 (7), uplond
of the Atensk 9or9e, Gori region; 17840 (10), gorge of the Borzhomki
River; 17943 (l ), rood from Bokurioni in Tskhro-Tskoro poss; ZIU (8),
,Akholäobo, Borzhomi, region; SMG (7), oround Akholtskhie"

CAUCA5ICA GROUP

Locgrto goucosico coucosico M{figlt 19g9
FVn, P;a;m

L.soxicolo, Kessler (non Evers.onn), .l878:154.-- 
murolis fusco

uor. ror ii'olo, B.driogo (po* . ) t agO, t qS ( I 79) . --mur" I is B;"ttg;G-ort. ),
1893:S3.--coucosico MEhely, 1909560, Toble 21, fig.l ,2;Table2,
fig.l, Toble 23J''g.l; Nikolskii, l9l3:3 l; Mertens, 1V22:173.--
murolis vor. coucosico, Boulgnger, l9l3:198, Toble 23, 3-5; 1720:275.--
-rEolo..ou.osi.ol-N ikolskii, I 91 5 :380; Lontz ond Cyren, I 936 : I 65;
Terentiev ond Che'nov, 1949:188.

Lectotvpe. Senckenbergische Notur-M*.rr (G"rrony),
12(N9, d , Kozbek in centrol Coucosus, Moy l, 1879, collected by
G. Lede..

Description. The frontonosol is wider thon lorg. The rostrol is

seporote from the frontonosol or, rorely, touches ocross foirly brood suture.
The suture between the frontonosol ond postnosol scoles is usuolly inter-
rupted or considerobly shorter thon thot between the onlerior ond
posterior nosols; quite often, the postnosol does not reoch the Frontonosol
ot oll. Between the suprociliories ond suprooculors, there is o full or

interrupled row of I - 14 gronules; in mony coses, these gronules moy be
ccmpletely obsent. The uoper postorbitol usuolly does not reoch ihe
porietol. The first suprotemporol is moderotely long, slightly constricted,
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Fig, 47, Major scalation of L. c, caucasica.

A - Head, dorsal uiew; B - head, lateral uiew; C, D - temporal
region; E - conlact zote between body and uentral scales of males;
F - doreal anteriot third of ttil; G, H - anal region. (D - llazbegi:
rest - Mleti).

ond tronsected posteriorly; posterior of it, olong the edge of the porietol
lie I -3 subequolly enlorged suprotemporol5. The moderote or lorge mid-
temporol sometimes reoches the first suprotemporol; more often, however,
it is seporoted from it by I - 3 tronsverse rows of tiny scoles. Between the
midtemporol ond the foirly lorge tymponic, i - 3 noticeobly enlorged
scoles lie in the norrowest zone. The collor is strongly serrcled. Along
the midline of the throot up to the collor, there ore ll - 26 scoles. The
body scoles ore smooth, fointly bulging, not noticeobly enlorged loterolly
where tiny gronules usuolly lie singly or between the individuol clustcrs
of scoles. Around midbody, there ore 37 - 53 scolerows; The outer
ventrol scoles ore bordered by 2 - 3 body scoles in moles ord 2, rorely 3,
in femoles. The ventrol scoles ore in 2l - 26 tronwerse rows in moles ond
22 - 28 in femqles. In front of the lorge onol, there are2 or3 slightly
enlorged preonols or enlorged preonols ore obsent. The femorol pores
number 9 - 19 . O n the underside of the thigh between the pores ond the
outer row of lorge scoles, there ore 3 - 5 tronsverse rows of scoles. The

dorsol scoles ofthe crus ore olmost smooth or hove foint keels not e><ceeding
the size of the spinol onesl oround the middle of the crus , there ore I 3-20
scoles in single file. The scoles on the onterior third of the foil hove very
foint longitudinol keels dorsolly ond loterollyi some coudol scoles,
generolly proieci posteriorly ot on somarhot ocrte or obtuse ongle" The

G
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snout-vent length is 45 - 61 mm in moles ond 43 - 64 mm in femoles; the
rotio of snout-vent length to thot of the toil is 0.48 - 0.70 ond 0.5 I -
0.70 respectively. Thus, the f moles generolly ore noticeobly lorger thon
the moles. Thedorsol color of both sexes is grecn, yellowish-green,
gross€reen, groyish-green, olive green, ivy green, bluish-green, brownish
groy, sondy, ochreous or honey yellow. On the whole, the green lones
ore more chorocteristic of moles thon femoles. Usuolly o much dorker
monochromotic stripe of the bockground color runs olong the spire; olong
it, lhere ore innumeroble tiny block or brown blotches covering the middle
of the bock ond often formirq 2 more or less prominent porollel rows. ln
some coses, speciolly in moles, these blotches ore hcrdly distinguishobli
from fhe dork bockground. The brood temporol stripes with scolloped upper
edges ore usuolly formed of 2 rows of dork ocelli fused together ond
hoving foirly distinct bright 6luish in the pectorol zone) centers; quite
oFten, only I - 3 onlerior centers ore eüident or even the dork temporol
stripes ore completely devoid of ony gops. Loterolly bright ciliory
slripes usuclly run between the occipiiol ond temporol stripes; these stripes
ore norrowest onteriorly ond groduolly enlorge posteriorly. Some dork
spots ore scottered olong these stripes. The lower edge offemporol stripe is
usuolly bordered by o row of mqe or less distinct bright blotches frequently
fused into o conlinuous suoromoxillory stripe. The top of the heod is
monochromotic or sho.,rs o few dork specks. ln some specimens, the
individuol elements of pottern ore very foint or completely obsent. Th"
venter including the throot ond chin is yel low, yolk-yellow, yellowish-
green, green, or white.

c:gglgph i9" !_dg.t!tign . Th is subspec ies is exrensivety disrri -
buted in iFE souttr-ern ona n?fF-ern slopes of the Bolshoy Koukoz ronge
from the northern foothills of Elbruz in the west to the sotrtheostern extremi-
ty of the Cospion ronge in the eost. The southwestern edge of the ronge
ec<tends olong the upper reoches of the lnguri River ond its tributories
includirg the spur of the Svonet ronge in Vsrph.rrto fuonetiyo where it
is bordered in the south by the upper reoches ofthe Khobi, Tekuri, Kviril,
ond other rivers orising on the slopes of tne Egriss, Lechkhum, ond Rochin
ronges. Forther southword in southern Getio, the edge of the ronge ex-
tends olong the spur of the Dvolet ronge roughly to the lotitude of the
Dzhov heolth resort in the south ond emerges olorg the sourthern spurs of
the Khuorul, Lomis, Kortolin, ond Käkhetin ronges onto the slopes of the
Vodorozdel ronge in Alozon volley. Furthe', in Azrboiion, it o<tends
into the upper course.of the rivers flowing from the Bolshoy ronge, reoching
in the eost the upper course of Pirsogot ond Sumgoit on the slopes of the
Bobo-Dog mountoin. No less extensive is this lizordr distribution on the
northern slopes from the upper courses of Bokson gorge in Kobordino-
Bolkoriyo in the west to the Somtr ronge in Dogheston in the eost.
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The northwestern edge.:f the ronge extends into the Bokson gorge
roughly from oround legenekli in the south, continuing eostword olo.ng the
norihern foorhills of Skolisty ond Bokc,zoi ronges where the norlhernmost
occurrences ore in the gorges of the Adyr-Su, Chegem rovine, ond
Goluboi loke in Kobordino-Boikoriyo oround Alogir ond the villoge
Bolto in ncrthern Ossetio ond from the ncrthern slopes of Adii ronge in
Checheno-lngush. ln mountoinous Dogheston, L" coucosico occurs both
on the nodheostern spurs of the Cosoion net*orklF-iEe BoFhoy ronge ond
ol:o on the slopes of the Somur, Sorfun-yol ond Adii ronges to the upper
reoches of the Chirakhchoi ond Ulfuchoi Rivers in the eosr (Fig.+4,2).
In consideroble portion of its ronge both on the southern os wel I os the
northern slopes of yhs Bolshoy Ldnge, this"lizord occurs with L.r. rudis.
Sympotry with L.s. soxi.olo ond L_coggosjlgL!_plg occurs ot severol
ploces in the Northern Coucosus. lt is encountered ol some ploces in
Dogheston with L.s. doghestoni"o.

Fig. 48. Main tcurrences within the Caucasus.

I - L. s. daghestanica: 2 - L,c, caucasica: 3 - L.c. albina.

Geogrophicol voriotion. Somples were studied from 9 populotions
CI"bl" Zffinorrhern slopes of the Glovny ior.oru,
ronge. On the northern slope, from eost to west, these pojulotions are
180,125 , I I 0, ond 25 km oport; whereos the distonces between the
populotions ore 160, 60, ond 180 km in the south. The extreme rprth-
eostern populotions in the Audii ronge (qround Vedem) ore ot presenf iso-
loted from the rest of the ronge.
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Figure. 49 shows lhe noture of voriotions in the somples from the
northern slope. lt must be pointed out thot fhe true picture of voriotion of
the subspecies is consloerobly blurred os o result of the intense effect
of their interoction with sympotric forms. Thus, fhe increose in the
number of tiny scoles between the midtemporol and olso the positive
deviotion of chorocters 4 and 7 in the Rutul populotions on the northern
slope results from hybridizotion with L.LdSglStt"gco, wherecs the
mcximum deviotion of chorocters 7, 1) on6'l 4 in fhe Chegem River
gorge populotions is ossocioted with the presence of L.s. soxicolc, ln
exoctly c similor monner, the populotion of L... .olrcotic-o fro-rih.
Mulkhro River gorge in Verkhnyoyo S"onetiflconsidEobly deflects
chorocters 4, 5 ond |4 towords the sympctric L.s. brouneri,

lgnoring for this reoson the somples from mixed populotions, it moy
be seen thot, on the northern slope, severol scole chorocters reveol o dis-
tinct clinol voriotion increosing from eost to wett. Judging from the
somples investigoted, o similor poltern is either obsent or is onlv slightly
monifest on the southern slope. The significont negotive deviotion of some
chorocters in the isolotC populotions of Andii ronge (oround Vedeno) is
olso striking. As o result of this, these lizords, os o whole, differ ccnsi-
derobbly,'from specimens of the remoining somples, Further, such differen-
ces, speciolly the neorly totol obsence of gronules (chorocters 7 ond 7o),
hordly omounl to o nonsubspecific ronk.
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FA.49.Summary graph of uariatnn oI L, s. ssslFs!. @opulation of
northern slope of the Bloshoy Kaukaz raflge).

1 - Rutul; 2 - Vedeno; J - Darial gorge: a - Gdlubye l_ahes; .5
Chegem gorge.

t30



Comporotivc notes. According to Lantz ond Cyren (l 936,
L""urro.är"-oti"", dooibed first by M5hely os on excellent species, does

""fi;redlE'. r..k of o species ond should be regorded only os one of the
subspecies of L. soxicolo. ln confirmotion of their view, the obove

investigotors tere.tea to the hobituol similority of L' c-oucosicotlith the
Tronscoucosion forms ormenioco ond mixto ond to the focf thof some type
moteriol used in the jEscr-iption of !1. ilggilis differs little from the
typicol L. coucosico. lt hos olreody been sho',rn thot the specific
-independJrrce 

of TFis specics wos bosed not only on distinct morphologiccl
chorocters but olso on the foct thct in the existing zone of sympotry
of L. coucosico with L.s. bronneri cnd L.;. tldg, hybrids ore conspictrous
by th.i. obt.n"". Ar uorld bä-d.tontträälifä on, the observed similor-
ty of L" coucosico with some specimens of L.s. doghestonic: ( = L.r.
grocilis) is exploined by the octuol genetic similority of thes 2 lorms.

Specimens ec<omined. Georgio: Zl L 14412 (2), Verkhnee
Bos i ni, Om;l ."gl;'.r ; iZmZ (6Jl-D rth 

"t 
i ; 17 43 1 0 4 ; Dor io I sors e ;

174ß (4d, between Mleti ond Gudouri; 17786 ß1), Kozb,egi; I7819 (31),
Logodekhi, upper cordon; 17883 (18), Verkhnyoyo Svonetio, upper
reoches of Mulkhury River; 9VG (3), Posonouri; (4) Leborde, Geogechko.
region; (5) Lentekhi; ({) Gornoyo Tushetio" Southern Osetio; ZIL ln42
(40), bet*een Voneli ond Zemo-Rck, rood on Rok poss; GMG (4) or loke
E*so. Az_erlgijgr: ZIL 9575 ß), Nukhin region; I7813 (5), Zokotaly, _

lower cordon, 17842 (16), Zokotoly resorve forest oreo; 17V24 (4), Tfan
mounroin. Dogheston: Zll 17732 (52), Rutul, rood in Borch;17V25 (4),
Kulin r€ion. C!SSE!.l_"W:h; ZtL ln44 (43), Vudunor upptr elevorion
in Andii ronge.

Northern Ossqllo' ZIL 16657 (lZ), Alon;r-16658 (2), Nokh gorge;

.]7790 (iet o'-,und Eolto, lowlond of Doriol gorge. Kobordi-no-Bolloriyo,
' ZIL 16343 l4), Golubye lokes; 17792 (6), Tegenekli, Bokson gorge;

l7PP4 (38)., Chegem River gorge of woterfolls; 155n7 (13), Golubye lokes.

Locerto coucosico olpino ssp. n_rF--j-Jjj-5d,ThA 
T

L. cogrorll,o, ptJhely (po*.), .l909560; Nikolskii
1913 :84"-- soxicolo cgess:qo, Nikolskii (po*.) 1915:380.
vor. coucosi"q-E"rte"." 

"^d 
Reznikovo, 1935:20.

Holotype, Zl L, Acodemy of Sciences, USSR, 17942, 6, orotrnd
villoge Te.st oI in Kobordino-Bolkoriyo, 2200,,n obwe seo level. August
15, 1965, collected by 1.5. Dorevsky (Fig" 258).

(po*.),
-- soxicolo

I ?2


