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The persecution of Ma]fese :

reptiles undamphfbmnsdue
to superstition and to the
lack of avaﬂable scientific

has led reptiles to
have a bad reputation, con*
fusing many of us as to

S /)

ability. to- help in various
- ways, our society’s mind has
been filled with myths and
misinformation that make
us fear these extraordinary
animals.

A typical example is the
rumour that geckos carry
skin diseases because when
moulting they shed their
skin in a way: that Jooks
“unheall

thy”..

Scientific smdnesshow that
among vertebrates, reptiles
are the least likely to carry
-external pathogens due to
their hgl:itly packed scaly

Anyone who dares to take a
closer look at herpewlogy

anymore on our i

| example is Bufo vmdza
(Green toad) and Lacerta
Siculamelitensis (Extinct
giant Still nine
speaesofhenestmlandﬁve
species of marine reptiles
(two only recorded once)
exist wday wh:le onb' two

Reptiles — our
scaly friends

whefhertheseczummam ;
! _fnend.so:foes o

these beneficial creatures’”

duction in the 1850s.

Numerous studies
are being carried out
to assess distribution, taxon:
omy and the effect (since
some are aliens) of some of
these species. Findings show
that all are in one way or
another beneficial to us, even
in some industries like agri-
culture.

do not help in' agriculture,
they also help us by elimi-
nating large amounts: of
our beaches in summer. All
these creatures in some way
are predatory to pests and
vermins- which ruin home
appliances and even bother
us while we are at rest.

The Maltese herpetofauna
has been protected by law.
since 1992, but still popula-
tions of these animals are
decreasing and getting clos: §'
er to the verge of extinction.
Are we giving enough edu-
cation in schools and to the
general public to understand
that this planet does not
belong to us but we share it
with other extraordinary

organisms?

a reptile and

mmmm
trust

Nature Trust council and
the undersigned together
with a developing group of

herpetologists will

herpetology.
Its aims will be twofold: edu~
cation (to increase aware-
ness on these animals); and
conservation via research
and habitat protection.

Ca]l lm: volunteers

This section requires volun*

teers to help in remmh and
surveys. Anyone interested
to join please contact Arnold
Sciberras by email on
bioislets@hotmail.com or
ntsec@waldonet.net.mtor by

bile on 99887950.

found (only oneis mdxgenous
and the other has been
recently recorded from only a
few localities in Gozo since it
is restricted to a particular
environment and probab)
introduced in the early 5
Out of the nine terrestrial
species of reptiles five are
md:gemu.s, one is endemic
with five subspecies till now
(one of them present on
Lampione and Linosa
, two were most prob-
ably introduced by merchant
ships during the First World
War and the presence of one
is definitely a result of intro-

If you are interested in
animals, Nature Trust will
be holdmg a half day semi-
nar on wildlife as follows:
Saturday 29 October ~ Half
Day seminar dedicated to
animal awareness:

Celebrating wildlife ~ con*
demning cruelty”.

Venue: Nature Trust,
Wied Gbhollieqa Education
Centre (Car park 1
University of Malta).
Booking open till Monday
by emailing ntsec@wal
donet.net.mt or phoning
7947 2950. Members: Lm1.
non-members: Lm2,




