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Genus Pedioplanis Fitzinger, 1843-sand lizards

hdioplanis is a group of typical lacerttd lizarG endemic to
Africa, with mct of the 13 species (Uetz 2OI2l rcsüicted
to southem Afiica and a few occuring in southem Angola
(Branch 1998; Bauer & Brarrch 2OO3 I2OOll; Conradie
et al. 2OL2r. Five species (one with ttrvo subspecies) are
present in the Atlas rqion. Phylogeography d the genus
in the subcontinent was recenüy investigated (Maltokha

et al. 2@71, revealingthe exbtenoe of atwt cryptic taxa
that await formal bxonomic description. The majodty of
species live in very arid habitats. Ttrcy are diumal, ac-
tive foragers capable d astonishing bursfts d speed. Fe
males in the Atlas region lay clutches of 2$ egs (Branch
1998). M6t species have extensive disüifutions and are
dten locally abundant. Nme are r4arded as threatened.

Nioplanis burchelli
(Dum6ril & Bibron, 1839)
BURCHELTS SA'TIID LIZARD

Andrew A. Tuner

Gbbal: Least Concern

Endemic

Tarorrcmy: This species may be confused wiü its moeho-
logically similar sister species fudioplanis latrceps (but
see phylogeny in Makoktra et al. 2@7).

Disüibuüon: Endemic to South Afiica ard l-esoüto. Oc-
curs in the eastem part d the Atlas region, extending
ftorr southenr Mpumalanga through the eastem Free
State, westem KwaZulu-Natal, Lesotho, southern parts of
the Northeffi Cape, and thrughout mct of the Eastem
ard Westem Cape provinces. The isolated northemmost
rc@rd (Rieffontein 3131R; 2628BDl in westem Mpuma-
langa was reported by Jacobsen (1989).

Habitat: Fottnd in rocky areas, particularly thme with
erposed bedrock ard spane vegetation (Brarrch 1998).
Often associated with large mountains.

Bicme: Grassland; Fynbc; Albany Thicket; Nama-lGroo;
Succulent lGrm.

Assssnnnt ratimale: Very widespred artld often abun-
dant; no knourn threats.

Conservation measures: None recommended.
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Mbplmis burdnlli, sr.üa&lt-ts Fam Hatbee$ntdn, l{hr B€ü€e
da area, EC


