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Genus Meroles G rdy, 1838-desert and savanna lizards

The genus Meroles contains eight species that mur main-
ly in exbemely arid eruircnments in the western parts d
southem Aftica (see Uetz ?OLZI. The enüe d diveßity
is Namibia, büt the rar€es d fuur species extend into the
westem part d the Atlas region, s'hib M. quamulosus
has a large range eberrrhere in the stxlthem and south-
eastem parb dAfrica. These lizards have been the wbject
d recent phflogenetic research and the taxonomy of mct
species is well-resohrcd (Lamb & Bauer 20O3; Edwards

et al. 2Ol2; Engbder et al. 20l3l. lchrrctrqis quamu-
losa was recenüV üandened to this genus (Edwards et al.
2012,2013a; Erghder et al. 2013). Clutch size in the
Atlas rqion varies from tu,o to eight gs, but as many as
12 egs may be laid by M. quamulosus (Branch 1998).
There are no endemic species in theÄtlas region. Ttrce liz-
ards generally oocupy very large ranges and oaur in areas
that are sparcely inhabited I humam, and therefure they
are probably not threatened by anthropogenic activitie.

Meroles ctenodactylus (4. Smith, 1838)
GIAilT DESERT LIZARD; SMITH'S DESERT LIZARD

Ardrew A. Tunrer

Regional: Least Concem

Taxonomy: No notable issues.

Dbtihilbn: DisEihrted from Smsuwlei in southem Na-
mibia, southwards along the West Coast d South Afiica in
the Northem Cape, to Brand se Baai in the upper Westem
Cape (Branch 1998; Branch 2013). ln the Atlas region its
range extends inland c far a Okiep.

Habitat lnhabib sparsely rregetated areas with loose
sand (Branch 1998). Recorded from well-vegetated dune
slacks ard durre hummaks at Sossusdei (Branch 201il.
Bitxqim: Nanraqualard Sanö,eld; Rir$tersdd; Namaqua-
land Hardeveld; Northwet Fynbc; Southern Namib Desert;
lnlard Saline Wgetation.

Asssssment rationale Oocurs over a large area that is
sparsely oocupied by humans. No known threab.

Conseruation meiruros: None recommended.
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