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Amphibians and reptiles of the circumsicilian
islands: new data and some considerations

T dhe vexearchers who before us passionately dedicared their thne to islands.

ABSTRACT

The present work provides an updated Jist of the cireumsicilian herpetofauni, which s com-
posed of one amphibian and fourteen reptiles Gincluding the new record for Valeano Island, Vipera
aypis), We also give the genernl und circumsieilian distribution (Maltese Fslands excluded), the ehom-
logieal entegories of each species, the cattlogue of the circumsicilinn muterial Keptin the Zoo-
logical Museum “La Specola” of the University of Florence, a:complete literature and some ifor-
mation about the status of the speeies also in relation (o futore conservaition policy. The spectra of
the thorological categories analyzed shows a gradual decrease of the south-European speciesin 2
north-west-south dircerion; whereiis the north Mediterranesn and. in general, all the Mediter-
ninenn chorotypes are inereusing,

Ky Worps: Amphibians, repriles; biogeography, conservation, cirosmsicilian islands.

INTRODUCTION

Although the herpetological fauna of the circumsicilian islands is general-
ly well known (see £.i. Mertens. 1926: Mertens, 1955a; Mertens. 1955b: Bruno.
1970; Lanza, 1973: Massa & Di Palma, 1988) we deemed it useful to list the
circumsicilian herpetofauna ex nove in order to update knowledge of the cen-
tral-western Mediterranean hasin and to 4id in formulating conservation poli-
cies (see discussion). One amphibian and fourteen reptiles are recorded (Tab. 1)
in the area in question (Fig. 1),

The following work is bused on data from: three expeditions of the oceano-
graphic ships of the Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche (C.N.R.) in 1990,199]

" Dipartimento di Blologia Animiule e Geneticn “Leo Pardi”. Universith di Firenze
= Museo di Storia Natwrale dell”Universith di Firenze, Sezione di Zoologia "La Specola”



180

and 1993, as part of the C.N.R. circumsicilian project on the Acolin. Egadi
and Pelagie archipelagos and the islands of Pantelleria and Isols Grande dello
Stagnone, under the direction of Prof, Baccio Baccetti: material of the Zoo-
logical Museum “La Specola” of the University of Florence; personal obser-
vations of the authors during seientific expeditions to all the circumsicilian islands
up to the spring of 1997; data obtained from the literature,

For each species, the general and circumsicilian distribution (Maltese Islands
excluded) is updated and its chorotype is given (sensu Vigna Taglianti er af.,
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1992) (Tab.3). The population status data are based on the authors’ personal
observations, When present, the subspecific name is also given regardless of
its systematic validity [for the circumsicilian type-localities of the endemic raxa
see Lanza (1973; 1993), Lanza & Corti (1993) and Bruno (1983)]. The cir-
cumsicilian material of the Zoological Museum “La Specola” is listed in the
addenda, Llogether with the collecting data. Some biogeographical considera-
tions are given in the conclusions. All the literature known to us concerning
the circumsicilian herpetofauna is numbered and reported in the References:
the citations indicated by an asterisk deal with more general matters.

AMPHIBIA Linnaeus, 1758
ANURA Rafinesque, 1815
Bufonidae Gray, 1825

Bufo viridis Laurenti, 1768

Species range: northern Africa and central. eastern and southern
Europe: indicated also for south-western and central Asia as far as Mongolia,
but the populations of this area could be assigned to another species.

Chorotype: Central Asian-European-Mediterranean.

Circumsicilian range: Lipari, Salina: Ustica; Favignana. Maret-
timo; Lampedusa; introduced on Vulcano and Isola Grande dello Stagnone. but
probably not naturalized (Bruno. 1970; Lanza, 1973). On Vulcano Island the
presence of B. viridis was recently erroneously confirmed in the atlas of ltal-
ian herpetofauna (Societas Herpetologiea Italica, 19960 136). Also errongous-
ly reported for Linosa (Trabucco. 1899).

Amphibia Reptilia

Buufo viridis Testudo hermanni
Tarentola mauritanica
Hemidactylus turcicus
Chalcides ocellatus
Podarcis filfolensis
Podarcis raffonei

Podarcis sicula

Podarcis wagleriana
Psammodromus algirus
Haemaorrhois hippocrepis
Hierophis viridiflavus
Macroprofodon cucullatus
Malpolon monspessulanus
Vipera aspis

Table | - Amphibians and Reptiles from the eircumsicilian istands,
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Circumsicilian subspecies: Bufoviridis viridis Laurenti, 1768.

Population status: common, but localised; decreasing populations
on Lipari due to the disappearance of thermal and fresh water sources.

Bibliography: 7,18,24,26,51a,68,70, 73, 84, 92, 96, 100. 101, 105,
109, 110, 111, 120, 126, 127, 128, 130, 136, 140, 148, 149a. 150, 157, 158.

Tsiand Amphibia

Lipari
Salina
Vulcano
Stromboli
Filicudi
[Alicudi
Panarea |
Basiluzzo

Lisca Blanca

Dattilo Islet

[Bottaro Isiet

Scoglio Faraglione Islet
Strombolicchio Isiet

La Nave Islet _
Faraglione di Fuori di Cala Fica Isiet
| Quaglietto Islet

La Canna Islet

Ustica _

isola delle Femmine

Favignana

Levanzo

Marettimo

Formica Islet

|Isola Grande dello Stagnione

Santa Maria

San Pantajeo

Pantelleria

Lampedusa

Linosa

Lamplone

Conigli

Rocca di San Nicola Isiet

Isola delle Correnti

Isola di Capo Passero

Vendicari

{sofa Grande di Marzamemi

{sola Piccola di Marzamem| |
|Ognina i
Lachea [
Scoglio Madonnina Islat [
{sola Bella [ [
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Table 2 - Number of species 0F Amphibiiuns and Reptiles from the cireumsicilian islands,
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REPTILIA Laurenti, 1768
TESTUDINES Linnacus, 1758
Testudinidae Gray, 1823

Testudo hermanni Gmelin, 1789

Species range: Mediterranean regions of France, laly and Balkan
Peninsula; scarce in castern Spain, including the Balearic Islands.

Chorotype: South European.

Circumsicilian range: Salina, introduced (Navarra, 1990); Pan-
telleria; Lampedusa, Linosa. Habsburg Lothringen (1894) reported a Testude
sp. on Lipari, never reconfirmed (Bruno, 1970: Lanza, 1973): a fossil of Tes-
tudo cfr. hermanni was recently discovered on this island (Bonfiglio & Lati-
no, 1988). T. hermanni was also erroneously reported from Lipari in the atlas
of Italian herpetotauna (Societas Herpetologica halica, 1996: 147).

Circumsicilian subspecies; Testdo hermanni hermanni Gmelin, 1789,

Population status: common where the species lives in semi-domes-
tic conditions, uncommon elsewhere. _

Bibliography: la, 7, 14,22a 24, 26, 28, 31, 51a, 72, 73, 80, 91, 92,
96, 102, 105, [11, 128, 130, 136, 148, 149a, 150, 158, 161, 164, 165.

SQUAMATA Oppel. 1811
‘Gekkonidae Gray, 1825

Tarentola mauritanica {Linnaeus, 1758)

Species range: coastul areas and islands of the western Mediterranean,
with some scattered, probably not autochthonous, colonies in the eastern part
of the:basin. Naturalized in central America.

Chorotype: Mediterranean,

Circumsicilian range: Lipari, Salina, Vulcano, Stromboli, Filicudi,
Alicudi, Panarea, Basiluzzo, Lisca Bianca, Dattilo, Bottaro, Scoglio Faraglione,
Strombolicchio: Ustica: Favignana, Marettimo, Levanzo; Isola Grande dello
Stagnone, Isola S. Maria, Isola S. Pantaleo; Pantelleria; Lampedusa, Linosa,

Abbreviation Chorolegical calegories

Eur Eurcpaean

Tur-Eur Turanic-Europagan

C-E-Med Central-Europasan-Mediterranean
S-Eur South-Europaean

Med Mediterranean

Tur-Med Turanic-Mediierranean

Ind-Med Indiar-Mediterranean

W-Med West-Mediterranean

E-Med East-Mediterranean

Tur-E-Med Turanic-Europaean-Mediterranean

Table 3 - Legenda to the chorologica] eateguries.
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Isola dei Conigli: Isola delle Correnti. Isola di Capo Passero, Isola di Vendi-
cari; Isola Lachea, Scoglio della Madonnina; Isola Bella,

Circumsicilian subspecies: Twentola mauritanica mawrita-
nica (Linnaeus, 1758),

Population status: common or very common on islands, less so on
islets or roeks.

Bibliography: 2,7, 24,28, 49,51, 51a, 65, 92, 96, 103, 105, 105a,
107, 109, 1T1. 114, 120, 126, 127, 128, 130, 136, 139, 140, 148, 1492, 150,
158, 159, 165.

Hemidactyluy trcicus (Linnaeus, 1758)

Species range: Mediterranean coast and islands, northern Africa and
southwestern Asia, as far as northwestern India: naturalized in some areas-of

Sicilian chorological categories

E-Med TurEMed
4% A

red-Mtag
%
Tur-Eut
&Y%
Tur-Med
B
Med % f C-E:Med
;i 135

SELr
2%

Figuie 2



185

North and Central America.

Charotype: Turanic-Mediterianean.

Circumsicilian range: Lipari, Salina. Vulcano, Stromboli, Filicudi,
Alicudi, Panarea, Basiluzzo. Lisca Bianca, Dattilo, Bottaro, Pietra Quaglietto;
Ustica; Favignana, Marettimo, Levanzo: Isola Grande dello Stagnone. Isola S.
Pantaleo; Pantelleria; Lampedusa, Linosa: Isola di Capo Passero, Isola di Ven-
dicart; Isola Lachea, Scoglio della Madonnina: Isola Bella.

Population status: common.

Bibliography: 7,24.31.32.49.51,514.63, 65.92.96. 103. 105. 105a.
107,109, 111, 114, 120, 126, 127, 128, 130, 136. 140, 142, 148. 149a, 150, 165.

Scincidae Gray, 1825

Chaleides ocellatus (Forsskil, 1773)

Species range: eastern and northern Africa. Sardinia, Sicily, Greece.,
southwestern Asia (excluding N Turkey) as far as Pakistan: naturalized in Por-
tici (Naples. S Italy).

Chorotype: Indian-Mediterranean,

Circumsicilian range: Isoladelle Femmine: Favignana. Maretti-
mo. Levanzo. Formica: Isola Grande dello Stagnone, 1sola S. Maria, Isola S.
Pantaleo: Pantelleria: Lumpedusa. Linosa. Lampione, Isola dei Conigli: Tsola
i Capo Passero.

Circumsicilian subspecies: Chaleides ocellatus linosae
E.G.Boulenger. 1920, probably synonymous with €. o. tiligugi (Gmelin, 1789)
(Lanza, 1993); Chalcides ocellatus tiligugu (Gmelin, 1789): Chalcides ocel-
latus zavartarii Lanza, 1954, probably hybrid of C. 0. ocellatus x C. o. tiligugu
(Lanzd. 1993).

Population status: common.

Bibliography: 2,3,7. 16,24, 26, 28, 33, 51, 51n, 63, 70, 88, 90, 91,
92. 95,96, 1054, 109, 110, 111, P12, 113, 114, 117, 123, 124, 125, 130, 131,
136, 140, 141, 145, 149, 1490, 149b, 153, 160, 161, 162, 165,

Lacertidae Bonaparte, 1831

Podarcis filfolensis (Bedriaga, 1876)

Species range: Maltese Archipelago and Pelagie Islands (Sicily).

Chorotype: West Mediterranean.

Circumsicilian range: Linosaund Lampione.

Circumsicilian subspecics: Podarcis filfolensis laurentiimuel-
leri (Fejérviry, 1924),

Population status: very commonon Linosa,

Bibliography: la,2,4.5.7,.8,9,9a, 14,22, 24 25, 28, 32, 33, 35,
36, 39, 45, 50, 51. 51a, 54, 57, 63, 64, 66, 67, 68, K2, 85, 86, 87, 88.91. 92.
94, 96, 97, 98, 99, 105a, 106, 111, 114, 115, 123, 124, 125, 129b, 130, 136,
140, (41, 144, 1495, 150, 151, 160, 161, 162, 163,
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Podarcis raffonei (Mertens. 1952)

Species range: Aeolian Archipelago (Sicily).

Chorotype: West Mediterranean,

Circumsicilian range: Vuleano, Scoglio Faraglione. Strombolic-
¢hio, La Canna.

Circumsicilian subspecies: Podarcis raffonei alvearioi (Mertens,
1955, Podarcis raffonet antoninai (Mertens, 1955); Podarcis raffonei cucchiarai
Di Palma. 1980: Podurcis raffonei raffonei (Mertens, 1952),

Population status: endangered in the whole range; extremely rare
and localized on Vuleano where it is sympatric with P sicula,

Bibliography: 1a,5,6,9; 13, 14, 24, 25, 26, 28, 35, 36. 37, 38. 40,
40a, 41,42, 43,44, 46, 49. 50, 51, 51a, 52, 53, 65, 75, 79, 79a, 87. 88, 89, 91.
92.94,97.98.99, 99a. 104, (05,107, 111,112, 112a, 119, 120, 125, 126, 127,
128, 129b. 130, 132, 133. 134, 137, 140, 141, 143, 148, 1494, 160, 162.

Ustica - chorological categories

Figure 3
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Podarcis sicula (Rafinesque-Schmaliz, 1810)

Species range: Italy, Dalmatia and some neighbouring islands; nat-
yralized on the French island of Chatean d'If and in some parts of Spain and
United States.

Chorotype: South European.

Circumsicilian range: Lipari, Salina, Vulcano, Stromboli. Filicudi,
Alicudi. Panarea, Basiluzzo, Lisca Bianca, Dattilo, Bottaro, Scoglio La Nave,
Faraglione “'di fuori” di Cala Fico, (also “Quaglietto? " according to Bruno, 1983);
Ustica: Isola delle Femmine: Favignana, Marettimo, Levanzo, Formica: Isola
Grande dello Stagnone, 1sola S, Maria, Isola S. Pantaleo; Pantelleria; Rocea di
San Nicola: Isola delle Correnti, Isola di Capo Passero, Isola di Vendicari, Isola
Grande di Marzamemi, Isola Piccola di Marzamemi; Isola di Ognina; Isola
Lachea. Scoglio della Madonnina; Isola Bella, The P. sicula of the rock Lisca
Nera is extinct (Mertens, 1955a).

Circumsicilian subspecies: Podarcis sicula ciclopica (Taddei,
1949): Podarcis sicula liscabiancae (Mertens, 1952); Podarciy sicula medemi
(Mertens, 1942); Podarcis sicula sicula Rafinesque-Schmaltz, 1810; Podarcis
sicula trischittai (Mertens, 1952). All these subspecies of P. siculu are proba-
bly not valid (Lanza, 1993); 2. sicula strombolensiy (Taddei, 1949) is surely
synonymous with £ sicula sicula (Mertens, 1955a).

Population status: common,

Bibliography: 4,9, 14, 17,19, 20, 22, 24, 25, 26, 28, 35, 36, 37, 38.
39, 40,41, 42, 43, 44, 46, 49, 51, 51a, 51h, 53, 60, 65, 67, 68, 73. 74, 76, 79,
81,82, 87, 88, 89, 91,92, 94, 97a, 98, 99, 104, 105, 105a, 107, 109, 110. 111,
L6, 118, 119, 120, 125, 126, 127, 128. 130, 131, 132, 133, 134, 136, 140, 148,
1494, 152, 155, 161, 162,

Podarcis wagleriana Gistel, 1868

Species range: Sicily (northeastern part excluded) and some neigh-
bouring islands,

Chorotype: West Mediterranean,

Circumsicilian range: Favignana, Marettimo, Levanzo and Isola
Grande dello Stagnone.

Circumsicilian subspecies: Podarcis wagleriana marettimen-
siv (Klemmer, 1956), probably synonymous with P. w. wagleriana Gistel, 1868
(Capula er al., 1987); Podarcis wagleriana wagleriana Gistel, 1868.

Population status: relatively common, but quite rare on Marettimo.

Bibliography: 1a,4,5,9, 13, 14, 24, 25, 26, 28. 35. 36, 38, 39. 42,
43,44, 50. 51, 51a, 81, 82, 83, 87. 88,91, 92, 94, 98, 99. 994, 109. 110, 111,
116,121, 125, 130, 136, 138, 140, 149a, 160, 162.

Psammodromus algivus (Linnaeus, 1758)
Species range: Maghreb, Iberian Peninsula and southern coast of
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France, as far as Camargue, Isola dei Conigli (Pelagie Archipelago, Sicily).
Chorotype: West Mediterranean.
Circumsicilian range: Isola dei Conighi.
Circumsicilian subspecies: Psammaodromus algirus algirus
(Linnaeus, 1758).
Population status: endangered due to the smallness of the islet.
Bibliogruphy: 7,12, 24,25, 51a, 56, 7la, 90, 91, 92, 94, 95, 96, 98,
99, 136, 140, 1494, 150, 151, 160, 163, 164, 165.

Colubridae Gray, 1825
Hemorrhots hippocrepis (Linnaeus, 1758)
Species range: Maghreb, Iberian Peninsula (northern part excluded).
eastern Sardinia and Pantelleria (Sicily).
Chorotype: West Mediterranean.

Pantelleria - chorological categories
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Circumsicilian range: Pantellenia.

Circumsicilian subspecies: Haemorrhoishippocrepis nigrescens
(Cattaneo, 1985), almost surely synonymous with A. I hippocrepis (see Lanza,
1993).

Population status: quite common.

Bibliography: 1.21.34.48, 514,58, 59, 91. 92,93, 94, 98. 99, 105a,
108, 111, 114, 130, 145a, 147, 149a, 154, 160, 161.

Hierophiy viridiflavus (Lacépede, 1789)

Species range: northeastern Spain, central and southem France, Bel-
gium (imported?), southwestern Luxembourg, western and southern Switzer-
land, ltaly (including several islands) and northweslern Yugoslavia (including
some islands). '

Chorotype: South European.

Circumsicilian range: Lipari, Salina, Vulcano, Stromboli, Filicudi,
Alicudi, Panarea, Basiluzzo: Ustica; Favignana, Marettimo, Levanzo; Isola
Grande dello Stagnone. The atlas of Italian herpetofauna (Societas Herpeto-
logica ltalica, 1996: 165) reported this species also for Linosa, but it's certainly
a mistaken indication.

Population status: common everywhere, excluding Basiluzzo,
where it seems to be very rare.

Bibliography: 23,24,.27.49,51, 514, 65, 73, 74, 76. 77, 81, 92, 93,
105, 109, 110, 111, 120, 126, 127, 127a, 128, 130. 136, 140, 146, 149a.

Macroprotodon eucullatus (Geoffroy St. - Hilaire, 1827)

Species range: Israel, northern Africa, southern Iberian Peninsula,
including Bulearic Islands. and Lampedusa (Pelagie Archipelago, Sicily).

Chorotype: Mediterranean.

Circumsicilian range: Lampedusa.

Population status: relatively common.

Circumsicilian subspecies: Macroprotodon cucullatus mauri-
tanicus Guichenot, 1850. _

Bibliography: 1,7,21,23,24,27,29,31, 51a, 68, 70, 91, 92, 93, 96,
108, 111, 129a, 130, 135, 136, 149a, 150, 161, 165,

Malpolon menspessulanus (Hermann, 1804)

Species range: northem Africa, southern Europe except peninsular
ltaly, Lampedusa (Pelagie Archipelago, Sicily), Near East.

Chorotype: Turanic-Mediterranean.

Circumsicilian range: Lampedusa.

Circumsicilian subspecies: Malpolon monspessulanus insigni-
tus (Geoffroy St-Hilaire, 1827).

Population status: relatively common,
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Bibliography: L7, 21023, 24,27, 31, 3la. 53a. 70, 91, 92, 93, 96,
108, 111, 130, 136, 1494, 150. 161. 165.

Viperidae Laurenti. 1768

Vipera aspis Linnacus, 1758

Species range: northeastern Spain, central und southern France,
southwestern Germany, northern and southwestern Switzerfand and most of Italy.
in¢luding Sicily and Elba and Montecristo Islands (Tuscan Archipelago); per-
haps present in isolated localities in the Balkan Peninsula.

Chorolype: South European,

Circumsicilian range: Vuleano. probably recently introduced,

Circuomsicilian subspecies: Viperaaspis francisciredi Lauren-
1. 1768,

Aeolian chorological categories
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Population status; al present no gquantitative data on the status of
this population are available due o its very recent discovery,
Bibliography: 5la, 103,

Species reported for the circumsicilian islands but not proved

Rana lessonae Camerano, 1882

Species range: Europe, excluding the Iberian Peninsula and some areas
ol the Balkan Peninsula,

Circumsicilian range: erroneously reported for Ustica and Lanipe-
dusa in the atlas of lMalian herpetofauna (Societas Herpetologica Italica, 1996: 143),

Bibliography: 149a.

Egadian chorological categories
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Bufo bufo (Linnaeus. 1758)

Species range: northwestern Africa, almost all of Europe (exclud-
ing some insular territories) and a portion of palaearctic Asia,

Circumsicilian range: introduced on Lipari, Ustica and Maretti-
mo, dccording to Bruno (1970); surely absent on the ¢ircumsicilian islands accord-
ing to Massa & Di Palma (1988).

Bibliography: 24,26.92, 100, 101, 130.

Laceria bilineara Daudin, 1802

Species range: prabubly central-western and western Europe (see
Rykena, 1991 and Nettmann, 1995),

Circumsicilian range: Ustica (Boettger, |881; I1R82) and Maret-
timo (Boettger, [1881), not confirmed later (Bruno; 1970; Lanza, 1973; Massa

Pelagian chorological categories
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& Di Palma, 1988). Probably an erroneous report.
Bibliography: 10,11, 24,92, 129,

Natrix natrix (Linnaeus, 1758) _

Species range: Europe, central and western Asia, and northwestern
Africa.

Circumsicilian range: Vulcano, imported (Bruno, 1970: Lanza.
1973) and surely extinet.

Bibliography: 24,91,92, 105.

DISCUSSION

The present work deals with the herpetofauna of forty-two circumsicil-
1an islands (Tab. 2). On one of these (Lisca Nera), the only species present
in the past (Podarcis sicula) is surely disappeared. It was observed for the
first time in the last century by Giglioli (1878), who also collected two spec-
imens (see MZUF material list), but has not been found subsequently
(Mertens, 1955a).

On the basis of the analysed material of the Museum “La Specola™ we give
the following reports: two new localities for the species Podarcis sicula
(Scoglio La Nave and Faraglione “di fuori™ di Cala Fico, in the Aeolian Arch-
ipelago) and a new species for the circumsicilian herpetofauna, Vipera aspis,
surely introduced recently and seemingly naturalized on Vulcano Istand (see
also Corti et al., 1996; Lo Cascio & Navarra, 1997). The specimen of Vipera
aspis collected on Vulcano Island belongs to the ssp. francisciredi. absent in
Sicily and distributed in northern and central Italy and southern Switzerland.
This could confirm our hypothesis that the species was introduced to Vulcano
Island. A Viperid was observed on this island also by Prof. Paolo Casanova,
University of Florence, in 1991 (personal communication). It does not seem
to be the first case of introduction of fauna to this istand: Narrix natriv was
collected in 1955, but never found again (Bruno, 1970; Lanza. 1973). Due 1o
the lack of data on the statws of this population and to its doubtful natural-
ization, we exclude this species from the analyses of the chorological spec-
trum of the circumsicilian istands. The presence of this species on Vuleano
nevertheless belies the legendary but deep-rooted idea of the inhabitants,
well summarized by Campis (1694): “né meno qui si travano vipere o altri
serpenti velenosi, anzi si é piit volte osservato che, se tal sorte d'animali vi
SEtrasporta, non tosto tocea il terreno che se ne muore.” [“vipers and other
poisonous snakes are ne longer found here, rather it has aften been observe
that, if this type of animal is transparted here, it dies as soon as it rouches
the ground”).

The presence of a population of Podarcis sicula on Rocea di San Nicola
Islet (off SE coast of Sicily) is also reported accordin £ to a field observation
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by Dr. Sulvatore Pasta, University of Florence (person, commun., 30.V,1997):
at present we haven’t examined specimens from this new circumsicilian local-
ity.

Despite the lurge number of papers on the biogeography of the circumsi-
cilian istands (La Greca & Sacchi, 1957; Sacchi, 1957; Lanza & Bruzzone, 1960
Zavattari, 1960); Francini Corti & Lanza, 1973: Lanza, 1973; Lanza & Vanni,
1987: Bohme & Corti. 1993) we think (hat at least some theories accepted in
the pust shauld be rediscussed following new paleogeographic findings, espe-
cially referring to the Acolian Archipelago. Therefore the origin of the cir-
cumsicilian herpetofauna is not stressed in this paper.

From the proportional analyses of the chorological spectrum of the islands
of Ustica and Pantelleria and the Aeolian, Egadi and Pelagie archipelagos (figs
3-7) we deduced a gradual orientation in a north-west-south direction, along
which the presence of South-European species decreases. while the West
Mediterrancan species increase. The latter chorotype seems to be absent in the
northern island of Ustica: Chaleides ocellanuy. which is the only rapresenta-
tive of the Indiun-Mediterrancan chorotype, is absent on Ustica and on the Aeo-
lian Islands, but is relatively abundunt on the Egadi Archipelago and on the islands
of the Siciliun Channel. The central European-Mediterranean chorological cat-
cgory is poorly represented, except on Ustica, or is sometimes even absent, as
in the case of Panielleria. The Mediterranean and Turanic-Mediterrancan
species do not show significant differences between the island groups studied.

In the above-mentioned areas we noticed the total absence of European and
Oriental senyie laro species, which otherwise are very well represented on the
main island. In addition, the Mediterranean ¢horotype species present on the
studied islands, besides being obviously the main part of the chorological spec-
tra, also increase in the north-west-south sense (from 60%. on the Acolian
Archipelago and Ustica Island to 70% on the Egadi Archipelago and Pantel-
leria Istund o almost 90% on the Pelagie Archipelago) (Figs 3 -7).

In our opinion this picture could be explained by the interaction of numer-
ous biogeographical and ecological factors. In particular the latter have played,
and play. an important role in the circumsicilian herpetofauna, which accounts
for the lurge representution of the Mediterranean chorotype. Human action has
also had a significant effect on the composition of the fauna of this area, as shown
by the presence of Vipera aspis and Natrix natrix on Vulcano Island and of Podar-
cis sicula on Marettimo Island, There seems to be no doubt about their acci-
dental or voluntary introduction (Taddei. 1949), as in the case of Bufés bufo on
Lipari, Ustica and Marettimo Islands (see also Lanza & Vanni, 1987).

The coastal istands close (o the main one are basically characterized by a
poverty of launa due mainly w their small surface. An eéxception is the Isols
Grande dello Stagnonie (NW Sicily) on which 6 species of Reptiles are pre-
sent: Bufa viridis is considered introduced by Bruno (1970) with a doubtful
naturalization, We must also consider that many of these islands are today con-
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nected naturally (Isola Bella, Isola di Capo Passero) or antificially (Isola Grande
and Isola Piceola di Marzamemi, Isola delle Correnti) to the main island and
rather influenced by human action, both in the past and in recent times.

Bufo viridis is the only amphibian species confirmed for the circumsicilian
herpetofavuna. It is present in many of the islands studied probably following
human setlement (see Hemmer ef al., 1981) and thanks 1o its ecological plas-
ticily: itshows a.good capacity for adaptation alse in small insular ecosystems,
Nevyertheless the drastie environmental changes, particularly the disappearance
of lresh or thermal water sources due mainly (o excessive use of the terrilory
in the last centuries. will surely lead to a reduction or eyen the disappearance
of some of the mentioned insular populations.

Of relevance 1o Testudo hermanni is the finding on Lipari Island of a sub-
fossil sample of testudinid, at present housed in the local Vuleanological Muse-
um. Although this'can probably be ascribed (o 7! hermanni (Bonfiglio & Lati-
no, 19§8). the nccurrence of this species has not been confirmed subsequent-
ly, with the exception of the generic quotation:of “Landschildkrblen™ by Hab-
sburg Lothringen (1894). The sub-fossil speciimen, coming from a Quaternary
horizon, is surely datable to an epoch previous to the human settlements on (he
Archipelago. Hence an introduction by man can be excluded in this case.

Like the former species. Psammodromus algivus. Hemorrlois hippocrepis,
Malpalon monspessulanits and. Macraprotodon cucidlams seem to be rela-
tively well distributed in the Mediterrancan and in Europe, but in comparison
ta Testudo hermeanni they are more localized or extremely localized in Italy.
Regarding the population of these taxa on the circumsicilian islands. we could
embrace the concept of relative rarity, which takes into account the ratio
between the presence of a taxon and the size 6f the territory.

Podarcis filfolensis is an endemism of the archipelagos of the Sicilian Chan-
nel. Despite the fairly relevant number of individuals of the populations, at least
for Linosa Island (Di Palma. 1991 and our personal observations). it could be
considered vulneruble because offits presence in ltaly on only two small islands.

Podareis raffoneiis distributed exclusively in very small-areas (rocks. islets
and in a restricted area of Vileano Island) of the Aeolian Archipelago-and is
clearly a relicl On Vulcano, the lastistand of the archipelago colonized by humans
{endof the 19th century), a decrease of the population of P, raffonei due to com-
petition with P, sicula is evident (Capuila ef al., 1990). A wider distribution of
P, raffoner on this archipelago in the past could be hypothesized: recent elec-
rophoretic studies proved the sporadic occurrence in the genome of P sicula
from Lipari of some alleles diagnostic for P raffonei. seemingly witnessing past
introgressive phenomena (Capula, 1993). Following this hypothesis P. sicula
could be the cause of the decline of £ raffonei in this-area. On the small islets
the latter species probably survives thanks to the extreme isolation. We would
pointout that phenomena of competitive exclusion in Lacertids have often been
reported (Nevo erali, 1972; Gonman er al., 1975; Cheylan & Michelot, 1992;
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see also Case & Bolger, 1991). Bohme & Corti (1993) devoted their-attention
to some unresolved aspects of the problem: are P. wagleriana (and now also
P. raffonei) sister taxa of P. sicula, which produced natural hybrids on Vulcano
and Maretimo Islands? Capula (1994b) also underlined the antiquity of the taxon
raffonei incomparison with the relatively recent emersion of the Aeolian Arch-
ipelago (during the last million years, se¢ f. i, Villari, 1980 and Santo er al.,
1995). Among the Vertebrates, Podarcis raffonei is the only exclusively Ial-
ian microinsular endemism, and one of the rarest of the Mediterranean basin.
Due to this and 1o the very narrow population size we must consider this taxon
seriously endangered and in need of immediate and lirm protection. Only
Strombolicchio Islet is mentioned at present in the conservation plans of a region:
al law (Legge Regionale n. 98 of 6 May 1981, and subsequent). We consider
it sibsolutely necessary that also La Canna and Scoglio Faraglione islets become
wildlife reserves (Riserve Natorali Integrali), the only real solution for the preser-
vation of this evolutionary lineage and biodiversity. _

Generally, it is well known that islands répresent very important biodiver-
sity reserves. In our opinion this biodiversity included not only sistematical dif-
ferences but also eco-ethological ones: aserious conservation policy could take
into account these peculiarities.

MZUF MATERIAL

Rufo hufor
None

Buforviridis

Lipari: 12 adults, 0, 19090:1910, leg. Cruise of the R. Golets “Olga” 6-15.1X, 1878, Sali-
na: 2 adulis, n.19234-19235; lep. R. Arcidiacono 24111, 1967, Ustica: 1 adult, n, 17831, leg. C, Suc-
chi X.1953. Favignana: 2 Juv., 0.19142-19143, leg. E.H. Gigliali 30. V111 1890; 2 adulis, n. 16641~
16642, leg. B. Lanza: 5 tadpoles, n. 20421, leg. €. Belfiore 27.1V.1991: 6 juv., n.20422-20424 and
21684-20686, lep. C. Corti-and 8. Vanni 2.V:1991. Lampedusa: 36 adults, 1. 19004- 19039, leg.
E, von Zwierlein &1V, 1884 and S. Sommier 10111 1906; 21 adults, n.20480-20500, leg. Zavattart
Expedition |6 and 19-27 1V, 1954, 16:20,V.1955, 16:V.1956.

Tesiudo hermanni
Pantelleria: | adult, 12134, leg. F. Valenza VL1883, Lampedusa: 2 adults, n. 12113 jod
12129, leg, E.H. Giglioli 11.VIIL.1882; 1adult, n.11224, leg. F. Valenza V11883,

Tarentola mawritanica

Lipari: 10 adulis 2 fieri, n:13586-13596. leg. Cruiseof the R. Goletia "Olga™ 111-13.1X.1878:
1 steludte 1 18602, leg. B. Lanza 25.V.1972. Salina: | juv,, n.13209, leg, Cruise of the R, Goletin
“Olga" 10X1878; 10 adults, n.34208-34217. leg. P, Agnelli und M. Borri 7.1V.1990, Vulcano: 2
ndules 42 juv,, n.13620-13623, leg, Cruise of the R. Golewa *Olga” 9.1X.1878: 1 aduli n.| 3075.
leg. 8. Bruno 1967, Stromboliz 4 adults, n,29981-29984, [z M. Barrl, P Mannini and M, Pug-
gesi V1L 1985, Filicudi: 5 adulis. n.34195-34199, leg. P. Agnelti and M. Borri 6:1V.1990. Alicudi:
I adult, 1.29950, leg. M. Borri, P. Mannini and M. Poggesi 5.V 1985. Panarea: 2 adults, n: 13611
13612, leg: Cruise of the R. Goleun “Olga™ 21X, 1878; 2 adulty, 1.22917-22918, leg. B, Conti
15.VIIL.1969. Usticas 1 aduly, n.31979, leg: Sichel 17,111 1966, Favignana: 4 adults, n.34148-34 151,
Jeg. P Agnellic M. Borri, €. Utzeri and M. Mei 3,1V.1900; 2 adults; n,35083-35084, leg. C. Corti
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and S. Vanni 271V/199 1. Marettimo: | adult, n5015, leg. “Gruppo Ricerche Insutasi™ (G, Rever-
beri  15IX.1966; | adult + 1 juv,. n.13079= 13080, leg, “Gruppo Piccole Isole” (M, La Grecay; 1
il n.35126, leg. C. Cortiand S, Vinni 4.V.1991. Levanzo: 3 adulis, n.34202-34206 leg. P. Agnel-
fiand M. Borri 4.1V.1990: 4 adolis, n.35111-351 14, leg. C. Corti and S. Vanni 3.V.1991. Isola 8.
Pantaleo: 2 adults, n,27462-27463, leg. M. Poggesi and M. Borii 22.X,1982. Pantelleria: | adilt,
n 9497, leg, B Catarearo 19742 2 adules, n.34257-34258, leg. P Agnelli and M. Borri 30-
3L 1990, Lampedusa: 7 adulis + 26 juv. n.13505-13537, leg, 8. Sommier IV.1873, E H. Gigli-
oli 19V 1882 and F. von Zwierlein 2.1V, | 884; 2 adults, n.9361-9362, leg. C. Sacchi 16.V.1956;
B adults, n.34335-34340 and 3434234343, Jeg. P. Asmelli and M. Borri 1.1V:1990: 3 adults.
n.35103-35105, leg. S, Vanni and C. Corti 30.IV.1991, Linosa: | juv,, n.13093, lep. S, Sommier
JUL1906; | adult, n 34117, leg. P Agnelli and M. Barri 2.1V.199(), 1sola dei Conigli: | subaduli
# 2 juv. m13090-13092: leg. E.HL Giglioli 15.VITL1890; 58 adults, n.9203-9260, leg. C. Sacchi
XL.1953; 4 adults, 1.9290-0293, leg. C. Saechi 17.V.1956; Zadults, n.3183-3184, leg. Parotio V1.1965;
7 adalis, n.30487-304093, leg. C. Bl:llavem and P Ventur 29.1V.1983; 2 adults, n.35109-35110.
feg. C. Cord and S. Vanni I0.IV.1991. Isola Lachea: 1 adult, 031580, leg. S. Bruno 8.X, 1968,
Scoglio della Madonnina; 2 adults, n.31982-31983, leg. S. Bruno 7.X.1968.

Hemidactylus tercicis

Lipari: 3 adults + 1 juv,, n:7390 and 1085910861, leg. Cruise of the R. Goletta "Olga™ 10-
13.0X.1878. Salina: 8 fuv.. n, 1324513252, leg, Cruise of the R, Goleta “Olga” 10.2X.1878: 1 aduly
+ 1 juvi n.34218-34219, leg. P Agnelli and M. Borri 7.1V.1990; | adult, n.35732, leg. PoAgnelli
and C. Volpi 24.11.1993. Valcano: | adult, n.7397; leg. Cruise of the R, Galeta "Olgd” 9.1X, 1878;
Ladult, 15050, Jeg. 8. Bruna 19-21L11L1967. Alicudi: 3 juv., n.34254-34256, leg: P Aguelli and
M. Borri 6.1V.1990. Basiluzzo: 2 juv., n,13405-13406, leg. F. Giusti and M, Mazzini 3.111,1971.
Bottaro: | adult + 3 juv., 1323013233, leg. Cruise of the R, Golena “Olga”™ 2.0X.1878. Usticu:
1 juv.: m31978, leg. Sichel 17.111.1966. Favignana: 2 juv., n.34152-34153, leg. P. Agnelli, M. Borri,
C. Ureeri and M. Mei 3.IV.1990: 3 adults, n.3S080-35082, leg, €. Corti and S. Vanni 27.1V.1991.
Marettimo: 3 adult. n.10902-10904, leg. S. Riggioand F- Krupp 24.X.1967; | adult, n.34331, leg.
P Agnelli and M. Borri 3.1V.1990; 3 juv,, 5.34332-34334; leg. M. Zapparoli S.1V.1990; Tadul +
| juv., 11.35120-35125, leg. C. Carti, S. Vanni and M. Mei 4.V.1991, Lampedusa: 2 adults, n.7398
and 10856, leg. S. Sommier 9.111.1906: | adult + 1 juv., n.35101-35102, leg. C. Corti, G. Perra und
S, Voo 30,0V, 1990; 1 adult, . 34341, Jeg. P Agnelli and M, Borri 1.1V.1990. Linosa: | adult,
07403, leg. F. von Zwierlein 15,1V, 1884: 1 adult+ | jirv., m.20304-20305, leg. M. Lanea and R,
Simoni IX:1975; 5 adults; n.34118-34122; leg. P. Agnelli und M. Borri 2.1V.1990, Isola Luchea:
Laduls, .21 171-21172. leg, Cruise of the R, Goletta “Qlga™ 2.X, 1878,

Chaleides ovellats

Favignana: 2 adulls, 1.5012-3013. leg, "Gruppo Ricerche Insulari” (G. Reverberi) 24-
26.V11968; | sdult. n.9435. leg. S. Riggio und F. Krapp 22.X.1967; | adult. n.10689, leg. $. Rig-
21028 V.1968; 8 specimens, n.34314-34321, leg. P-Agnelli and M. Borri 3.1V.1990: | specimen.
1, 35079, leg. C, Corti and S: Vanni 27.1V.199 1. Marettimo: 2 adults + 2 juv.. n.9480-9483, leg.
C. Sacchi; | adult. n.9425, h.g 5. Riggio und F, Krapp 17.1X.1966: 3 adults, n.9448-0450, leg. S,
Riggio and F. Krapp X. 1967, 2 adulis, n. 10686- 10687, leg. S: Rigglo LVEI968; 5 specimens, 1,20597-
20601, leg. $. Bruno 1974 L adult, n.3043 1, leg. R. Dallai 6.V.1982; 8 specimens, n.34332-34329,
leg. . Agnelli and M, Borri 5.1V.1990, Levanzo: 2 adults + | juv., 1,9432-0434, leg. S. Riggio
and E Krapp X.1966: 3 idults, n.9436-9438, leg. 8. Riggio and F Krapp 22.X.1967; 1 adult, n.9441,
leg. S. Riggio and F. Krapp X.1967: 1 aduli, n. 10688, leg, 3. Riggio V1. 1968: 3 specimens, 034200
and MIN-34313, leg. P Agnelli and M. Borri 4.1V, 1990, Pantelleria: 5 adills, n4664-4668, leg.
F. Valenza 10.V.1883; 3 adults, n.9484:9486, Jeg. C. Sacchi 3-5.X.1953. Lampedusa: 10 adults,
nAT00-4709, leg. §. Sommier IVIB73; 16 adulis, 0.4710-4714 and 4717-4727, leg, F. von Zwier-
lein 181V, 1884; ALLOTY RUS of Chalcides ocellans zavanarii Linza, 1954, 04715, leg. F. von
Zwierlein 1-8.1V.1884; HOLOTYPUS of Chaleides ocellatus zavatrarii Lanza, 1954, n4716, leg,,
T, von Zwierlein |-8.TV.1884; |1 adulis + | juv., n.7545-7556, leg. C.L. Bruzzone and C. Sacchi
1953-1956; 13 adults, #,7521-7533, leg. Zavattar) Expedition 19542 10 adults + | juv.. n.7534-7544,
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leg, Zavattari Expedition 19557 2 specimins, n.30428-30429, leg, C. Bellavére V. 1983 4 speci-
mens. n 34530448, Teg. C. Bellavere 1983; | specimen. n.32988. from Museo regionale di Scien-
ze nuturali di Toring, Linosa: 4 adulis, n.8939-8942, Jeg. S, Sommier IV, 1873; 32 adulis, n.8945-
8976, lee. F von Zwierlein 12.1V.1884: 11 adults, n.8977-8987. leg. S. Sommier 3.111.1906; 78
adults, n.7415-7493, leg: E. Zavattari 1955, C.L.. Bruzzone; C. Sacchi and M. Ricei 1956; 2 adults;
n.BU43-R944, leg. M, Bouwi V1.1978; 3 specimens, n.30432-30434, leg. C. Bellavere 1983: 10 spec-
imens, n.30435-30444, leg. €. Bellavere and P Veénture 1983 | specimen, n,32989, (rom Musco
regionale di Scienze noturali di Torino; 19 specimens: n.34088-340490 and 34296-34311, leg. P.
Agnelli and M. Borri 2.IV.1990. Lampione: 2 adults + | juv., n4658-4660, leg. EH. Gigholi
10, VL I 882: 3 adults, n.8989-8991, leg. Zavatari Expedition V.1955; 4 adults. n.8992-8995, leg.
C.L: Bruzzone 11.1956, Isola dei Conigli: 17 adulis; n,7504-7520, leg. Zavauari Expedition
1954-1955; 8 adults + 2 juv., n.7494-7503, leg. C L. Bruzzone HL1956: | specimen, n.30427, leg.
€. Bellavere 29.1V.1983, Isola di Capo Passero: 5 adulis, n.9184-9188, leg. A Trischitta 22.1X.1951,

Lacerta bilineas
None,

Padarcis filfolensis ) )

Linosa: 36 adults, 0. 14 170- 14204, leg- S: Sommier V. 1873 and 3.111. 1906. leg. L. Botti V1878,
Fovon Zwierlem 151VU1884; 122 adults + 1 juv., 0 17036-1 7158, leg. E, Zavattun, C.L. Bruzzong
and €. Sacchi 1955 and 1956: 72 adults, n.20567-20574. 20609-2061 1, 20946-20979 and 21838-
21859, leg. M. Lanza and R. Simoni IX.1975: 24 adults + 2 juv,, n.34091-34116. leg. P Agnelli
and M. Borri 2.1V.[990; 9 adults, n.35095-35100 and 35473-35475, leg. C. Corti and S. Vanni
29.1V.19915 1 adull, n.35994, leg, C. Cori 291V, 1991, Lampione: 3 adults, n.14249-1425], leg.
E.H. Gigliohi 10.VIIL1882; 4 adults, n.31200-31203, leg. Zavaitari Expedition 19.V,1955; 51
adults + 2 juy,, 1. 16982 17035, leg. E. Zavattari and C.L. Bruzzone 1955 and 1956,

Podareis raffonei

Vulcano: [ adult+ 2 juv., n 10192-10193 and 31197, leg. 5. Briino 19-21.111967; 2 adihs,
n2191-12192, leg. S. Bruno 1967; | adul; n.32241, leg. S. Bruno; 14.adults + | juv., n. 18587-
18601, leg. B and P. Lanza 22,V,1972: 33 adults, n.20919-20036 and 2 1860-21876, leg. M. Lunza
and R. Simonj 1X. 1975, Scoghio Faraghione: PARATYPUS ol £ sicula alveariof Mertens, 1955
1.26214, leg. M.G. Di Palma and B. Massa 14.1X.1979 (see Di Palma, 1980). Stromholicchio: 4
adulis; n.30028-30031. leg, M. Poggesi and M, Borri 23.V. 1985, La Canna: PARATYPUS of £
& ecnechinrai D7 Palmu, 1980 0.25570, lég. S. Cucehiars and S. Pirazzi 4.VI1.1979,

Podureiy yicula

Lipari: 34 adults -+ & juy,, n. I 7717- 17758, leg, Cruise of the R, Goletta “"Olga™ 8- 141X, I878;
39 adults + 1 juy. nd 517515210, leg. A- Trischitta 1X.1951:5 sdults + 1 juv., n/15264-15269.
leg. A. Trischitty 101X 19515 1 adult, n.9314, leg. B, Lanza 24 VIL1957; 3 adults, 7.2909-2911,
leg, M. Pueciani 28, VE 19613 | adult, 0.2992, leg. M. Pacciuni 1961: 12 specimens, n.5038-5049,
leg. S Brunp 22011967 4 adults, n.15275-15278. leg. L. Lanza and B. Conti 13.VITL 196Y; 9 odults,
n, | 8578- 18586, leg, P. Lanza, B, Lunzs. M. Poggesi and G. Sartonl 25.V_1972. Salina: 9 adults +
A juv., n. 1 7667-17679, leg, Cruise of the “Violante™ 19, VIL1876; 183 specimens, n.11462-11644,
leg. AL Trischitia 20-25.V.1951; 1 adult, n. 27451, leg B. Malkin 1 7.11L 1981 ; 24 adulis, n.34220-
34243, leg. P. Agnelli and M. Borst 7.1V.1990, Vulcanos 6 adults + 2 juv., n.17684-17691, leg.
Cruise ﬂflh\‘.‘ R. Goletta “Olga™ 91X 1878; 11 juv., n.15753-15763. leg. A. Trischitta 8.1X.1951;
7 adults; ni15769-15775, leg. A, Trischiwa 8.1X.1951; 95 specimeny. n.15047-15141, leg. A
Trischitta 22.V.1951: 31 adults + 3 juv, n.15230-15263, leg. A Trischitta 81X 1951; 2 gpecimens,
M 2892-2893; leg. Pilato 2.VIL1963: 3 specimens, n.32067-32069, leg. S: Bruno 15.1V.1966: 19
spectmens, R A2172-12190, leg. . Bruno 1967, § speaimens. 0,5033-5037, leg. 8. Bruno 19-
2L IL1967; 2 adilts, n 16730- 16731, leg, B. Conti and L, Lunza 3. VIILI969: || specimens, n.20596.
20612 and 20037-20045, leg. M. Lanzaand R. Simoni IX.1975: 8 specimens. n.30375-30382. leg.
PrAgnelli 3.VE 1984 (130375 probably hybnid Psieala x Praffonel). Stramboli: 13 adults + 2
Juve n 1 7702-17716, leg. Cruise of the R, Golutt "Olga™ LIX 1878: 50 adults, n,16933- 16982,
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teg: A Trischitin 3.V, 19512 4 adults, n.5029-5032, leg: S. Bruno 27.11.1967: 7 aduls, n.30021-30027,
leg. M. Pogaesi and M. Borri 24,V.1985. Filicudi: 2 adults, n.17664-17665. leg. E.H. Giglioli
41X, 1890: 50 specimens, n.12623-12672, leg. A: Trischitta 23-26.V.1951: 3 specimens. n.15776-
15778, leg. 7 25. V11931 5 specimens, n.1 10191 1023, leg. B, Comi and L, Luniza VIIL 1969; (9
adults, n.30002-30020, eg. M. Poggesi-and M. Borri 3.VL1985; 15 adults, n.34180-34194, leg.
P, Agnelli and M: Borri 6.0V.1990. Alicudi: 2 juv., n.17662-17663, leg, EH. Giglioli 4.1X.1890;
19adults, n.15211-15229, Jeg. A. Trischitta 24.V. 1951, 10 specimens. n. 1256412566, 15202-15204
and 15779-15783, leg A. Trischilta 25.V1951: 10 adults, n.34244-34253, leg. P. Agnelli and M.,
Borri 6.1V.1990. Punarea: 2 adults 42 juv,, n.17680-17683, leg. Cruise of the R. Goletta “Olga’
2UX.I878; 156 specimens, a.8010-8101 and 11376-1 14403, leg. A, Trischitta 29-30,V.1951; 8
adults, n, 15784-15791, leg. 7 25.VL.1951; 2 specimens, n.32070-32071, leg. S. Bruno 6.11.1967;
12 specimens, 0.5017-5028, leg, S, Bruno 24-25.11.1967; 5 specimens, n,12157-12161, leg. S. Bruno
1967: 1 aclults, n.12162-121 71, leg. B. Conti and L. Lanza VI 1969, Basiluzzo: 10 adults. n.16795-
16804, leg: Crutse of the R. Goleua “Olga™ 21X, 1878; 4 specimens, n.12567-12570, leg. S, Brunt
1967. 5 specimens, n.| 1024-11028, leg. B. Conti and L. Lanza VIIL.1969. Lisca Bianca: 6 spec-
imens, n.15286-15291, leg. 8. Bruno 1967: 5 specimens, n: 10963-10967, leg. B. Conti and L. Lanza
12.VIL1969. Dattilo: 5 adults, 1. 15764- 15768, leg. S, Brano 1967. Bottaro: | adull+ 1 juv., n.16643-
16644, Jeg, Cruise of the R, Goletta “Olga” 2.1X, 1878; 12 specimens, n.1257 |-12582, leg:S. Bruno
1967. Scoglio La Nave: 4 adols, n.15270<15273, leg. S. Bruno 1967. Faraglione “di fuori" di
Cala Fico: | juv, n. 36185, leg, B. Lanza, P. Giorgio Lanza, P. Lo Cascio and V. Pancioli
1.VIH1994. Lisca Nera: 2 adults, n.17489-17490, leg. Cruise of the R. Goletta “Olga” 2.1X.1878.
Ustica: 2 adults, n. 17660-17661, Tep. E.H. Giglioli 31.VIIL1890; 4 specimens, n.4634-4635 and
4652-4653, leg. Sichel 17111966, Favignana: | adult + | juv,, n,06717-16718, leg. E.H. Gigli-
oli 30.VIIL 1890 2 specimens, n.30412-30413, B. Lanza VIL1983; & adults + 1 juv., n.34142-34147,
leg: P. Agnelli, M. Borri, C. Utzerni and M. Mei 21V.1990: 4 adults, n.35075-35078, leg: C. Corti
and S. Vanni 27.1V.1991; 3 adulis, n.35361 und 35462-35463, leg. C. Corti 27.1V.1991; 1 adult, n.
36331, leg. 8. Cianfanelliand E. Talent 2.VIL1997. Maréttimo: | adult, n.34330, leg. P: Agnelli
and M. Borri SAV.1990: 2 adulis, n.35127-35128, leg. C. Corti and S, Vanni 4-5.V.1991. Levan-
2oz badults, n34174-34 179, leg, P. Agoelli and M. Borri 4.1V.1990 ; 2adults, n.35115-35116, leg.
C. Curti and 8.Vanni 3.V.1991. Pantellerin: 2 adulis, n.14390-14391, from Museo Civico di Sto-
riat Naturale di Genova, X.1875: 4 adults, n.19498- 19501, leg: F. Catanzaro 1974; 16 adults + &
Juv, n 3425934282, leg. P, Agnelli and M. Borri 30-31,111,1990; 8 adults + | juv,, n.35085-35093,
leg. C. Corti and S. Yanni 28.1V:1991. Ysola delle Correnti: | adult, n.35834, leg. S. Cianfanelli
and M. Munfredi VIIL1979. Isola di Capo Passero: 12 adults, n.14929- 14940, leg. A, Trischina
2LIX.I951; 4 adilts, 0. 19847-19850, leg. D, Manni VIL1974: 5 aduls, n.22492-22496, leg. G.
Moggi and F. Sammicheli 3. V111.1978. Isola Grande di Marzamemi: 3 adults + | juv., n.16088-
16091, leg. A, Trischitta 15.01X.1951. Isola Piceola di Marzamemi: 3 aduls, n, 16479-1648], leg.
A. Trischitta 16.1X.195) . 1sala Lachea: 8 adults + 2 juv., n,17692-17701, leg. Cruise of the R.
Goletta “Olga™ 2.X:1878; 3adulis+ 1 juv,, n.16078- 16081, leg. A, Trischitt [IX.1951: 29 adulis,
11514215170, leg. 8. Bruno 30.1X-4.X. 1968, Scogtio della Madonnina: 13 adults, n, 14501-14513,
feg. S. Bruno 30.1X<.X 1968, [sola Bella: 6 adults. n.16082-16087, leg: 7 17.VL1951: 1 adult;
198, leg. B. Lanzn IV.196].

Podarcis wagleriana

Favignana: 2 adults, n.15282- 15283, leg, S, Riggio 19.X.1967; 4 ndults, n, 10645-10647 and
|7857. leg. S. Riggio 28.V. 1968; 4 specimens, n:29998:-30001, leg. €. Bellavere and P. L. Finotel-
lo 5.IV1984; 18 adulis+ [ juv., n.34123-34141, leg, P Agnelli, M. Borri, C. Utzeri and M, Mei
AAV990; 5 uddules, n.35070-35074, leg. C. Coni and S. Vanni 27.1V.1991. Marettimo: | adult,
n 16759, leg. E.H. Giglioli 30.VI1L 1890; 3 specimens, n.31194-31196, leg. S. Riggio 1X.1967; 4
adults, n20605-20608. leg. S. Bruno: | adult+ 1 jiv., n.35783-35784, leg. F Burbagl 31,VI.1991;
2 wehults, 0.35129-35130, leg. €. Cortiand S. Vanni 4-5.V.199 1. Levanzo: | adult. n, 17666, leg.
€i, D' Albertis IV.IB71: adult, n,15274, leg. 8. Riggio and F, Keapp 28.X,1967: 19 adults, n,34 144
34173, leg. P Agnelli and M. Borri 4.1V, 1990; 6 ndults, n,35117-35122, leg. C. Corti und S. Vanni
3N1991, Isola Grunde dello Stagnone: 5 adults, n.35131.35135, Jeg, C. Corti and 8, Vanni 6,V.1991.
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Psammodromus algiruy
Isola dei Conigliz | adult, n.3182, Jeg, Peratto VI.T963; 1 adult, n.30494, leg. C. Bellavere
and P Ventura 29,0V, 1983; 2 adult, n.30074-30075, leg. €. Bellavere VI 1985,

Hemorrhois hippoc repis

Pantellerin: 4 specimens, n.7996-799Y, leg. F. Valenza 15.X.1882 and 24,V.1883: | aduls,
019533, leg: F Catanzaro IV.1Y74; | adult; n.35543, leg. R. Nincheri 1989; | aduit; n:3464 1. leg.
M. Buluw.l 3111990 | aduly, 034283, leg. M. Mei 3LITLI990: 1 adull, n.35094, leg. R.
Argana, S. Vanni, C. Corti; M. Oliverio and E. Fornusier 28.1V.1991,

Hierophis vividiflavus

Lipari: 5 specimens, n. 1864818652, leg. Cruise of the R. Goletti “Olga”™ 11-14.0X.1878, |
exuviam 36132, leg. M. Poggesi 11.VI, 1996. Salina: 1 specimen, n:30538. leg. B. Malkin
IT.ULI9BLL | aduly, n.34207, leg. M. Pagani 7.1V.1990. Vuleano: % specimens, n.9352-9360, leg.
A. Trischitta 22.V.1955: 1 specimen. n13404, leg. F. Giusti 24.H1.1971. Ustica: | specimen,
1. 31636, leg, Sichel 17.11L1966, Favignana: | specimen, n. 18645, leg. E.H. Giglioli 30.VIIL 1890;
| specimen, n.5016, leg. “Gruppo Ricerche Insuliri™ (G, Reverberi) 25.VI.1966; | adull, n,34154,
leg, PoAgnelli, M, Bami. C. Urzeri and M. Mei 3.0V, 1990, Marettimo: | specimen, n.5014, leg.
“Gruppa Ricerche Insulari” (G. Reverben) 19.]X.1966. Levanzo: 1-adult, n.34201, leg. P. Agnel-
li and M. Borri 4.1V.1990; | exuyi, n.35123, leg. C.Municastri, 8. Vaani and C. Coiti 3.V.1991.
Egpadi Islands (generically): 2 specimens, n.7857-7858, leg. S. Riggio und F. Krupp 25.X.1967;
1 specimen, ni10657, leg. S. Ripgio 3.VLI968. Isola Grande dello Stgnone: 2 specimens,
n.35136-35137, leg, V. Couarelll. C. Utzeri. S: Vanni und €. Carti 6.V.1991.

Macroprotadeon cicullans

Lampedusa: 6 specimens, n11686-11691, leg. S. Sommier IV.1873 and 9.H1.1906, leg. F
von Zwierlein 4.1V, 1884: 2 specimens, n.32642-32643, leg. 7 14-30.V.1955: | specimen, n. 30521
B Lanzi 1.XIL1982; 2 specimens, n.35106-35107, leg. 8. Vanni, C. Corti und G. Perma 30.IV. 1991,

Malpalon monspessulanus

Lampedusa: | adult, n. 35108, leg: C, Ulzer and C, Belfiore 1.V.1991,

Natrix matvix
Vulcano: | adult, n.9351, leg. AL Trischita 22/V.1955,

Vipera aspis
Vuleano: | juv,, 5, 36016, leg. G. Greco VL1993,
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RIASSUNTO

Nel presente lavoro vienc fornita una lisi aggiornata delle specie componenti 'erpetofauna
delle isole circumsiciliane (1 Anfibio ¢ 14 Retili, incluso il rittovamento di Vipera aspiy sull’lso-
la di Vulcana) e la loro categoria corologica di appartenenza. Viene inolire data In distribuzione
genernle dplle specie e quella circumsicilinmi (Isale Malvesi escluse), il cattlogo del materiale del-
I"areq in esame-conservato presso il Museo Zoologico “La Specola™ dell* Universiti di Firenze ¢
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lu lisu completa della Teyteritura da noi eonoseitita. Aleune informazioni vengona infine fornite
sullo starus delle specie considerate, anche in relazione a una futura politica di conservazione: in
prarticolare per uno degh endentismi presénti in quest'area. Podarcis raffonei, Je misure di prote-
zione adottate sino a oggi sembrano sncord insufficienti, L analjsi dello speutro delle cutegorie coro-
logichi delle specie presenti nei vari gruppi insulari mostea un. graduale decremento delle Specie
sud-curopee b direzione nord-ovest-sud mentre, nella stéssa direzione, si evidenzia un sumento
delle forme nord-muediterranee ¢ mediterranee in senso lato,
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