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The two endangered Lebanese lacertid lizards Phoencilacerta kulzeri and Parvilacerta fraasii are
sympatric with the skink Trachylepis vittata in regions of high altitude, between 1900 and 2100m.
Field studies were conducted on their habitat use, microhabitat preferences and diet. The results
show habitat differences between the three species in terms of physical structure and types of
vegetation associated with these habitats. P. kulzeri is mostly scansorial in rocky habitats while T.
vittata and P. fraasi are mostly ground-dwelling. The habitats of P. kulzeri is more fragmented than
that of the other two species. Trachylepis vittata, which is slightly larger than the two lacertids,
tends to eat larger prey but the diet of P. kulzeri is the least diverse. The lacertids continue to be
active as long as the weather permits, sometimes until late November but T. vittata virtually

disappears as of early October.
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