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NOTES ON SOME REPTILES COLLECTED IN THE RUKWA
VALLEY, S.W. TANGANYIKA.

By I. A. D. RonmnrsoN,

Ukiriguru Research Statiot, P.9. Fela, Lake Province, Tanganyika,

and

B. M. CneprvreN and R. F. CuIPMAN,

Zoology Department, Birkbeck College, London.

DunrNe 1955 and 1956 a collection of reptiles was made in the central
area of the Rukwa Valley, Tanganyika Territory (fig. l). fn the present
pa,per only 27 of the 29 species collected are dealt with as the data obtained
ön ttre two very common species Agama cyanoga,sfer (Rüppell) and Mabuya
striata striata (Peters) justify separate and more detailed treatment.

The Rukwa Valley has an altitude of 2,600 feet, and is fully enclosed by
esca,rpments and hilly country varying in height from 300 to 3,000 feet
abovä the valley flooi. The wet season lasts from l{overnber to April and
the average annual rainfall is about 32 inches. The dry se_ason is very
sovero anä the temperature reaches 105"F. in October and November.
Collecting wa,s centied round Kafukota (fig. t) where the- three ma_in

habitats äre open grassland, the woodland fringing the grassland and the
wooded side of theiscarpment to a point, about 600 feet above the valley
floor. Details of the vägeüation and the characteristics of the different
habitats are given by Pielou (1952) and Vesey-FitzGerald (1955).

All the speäimens were dissected to determine the state of developm_ent
of the gorraäs and in some c&ses the information obtained may be used as

an indication of breeding. Juveniles were taken to be specimens which
showed no visible sign bf development of the gonads. The sto:nach
contents were also eiamined and identified wherever possible. In all
cases numbers. in parenthesis show the numbers of specimens examined.
fn the following list of species the order is taken from Loveridge (1953).

CHELONIA.

Testuiliniilae.

K'in'inys belliana belliana (Grqy).

A single specimen of this tortoise was take., o, t# äfaJ.iltRB*[Sp*u,,t
DENNiS LtrSTON
Ä..& l.^r, /

in January.
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Fig. I
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\v()rc often seen

v('r'.y dimculü to

l. A. l). ll,otttrrt,$orl, et ul.: some reptiles from S'W' Tanganyika 423

'l'lro otru Irttrtulo taken in October had ova of 2'5 mm' diameter in the

()v1,t.i('H. '!'111r stll&llest male, taken in July, had teste§ 2 mm'-long' but'

rlttrr,r,x t,rr,1r,rr i,, S"pi"*ber (i), October (5i and l{ovember (1) had testes

rnrrgirrg itr lt,rrgth from 7 to 11 mm'
' l' I rr r H l,r I I r r, r,,lr*äf ,ine specimens were exa,mined and contained Coleopt'era'

(H), ll.yrnorrOpt ora (8), Lepidopte*a larvre (2), Heteroptera (t). Nematode

i,,r.,,nii,,,* *,,i" found in the siomach of one specimen'

Agama nxos sanlbica nxossambica (Peters)'

A sirrglg female was taken in May within the forest edge' The st'omach

rrorrl,rr,irto«l ants and a small Heteropteran'

Chamaeleoniilae.

Chamaeleo ili,lepis d'ilepis (Leach)'

A total of 52 specimens was taken, all within the woodlancl' Trventy-

oiglrt, were females, 22 males and t'wo juveniles'

'l'he gonads of tä female* *"r" examinefl but in. onlV one, a large speci-

rrrcrr (3öl *^.y1u"ght i" February, were the,ova in the ovaries greater

l,lran I mm. in diameüer. In this specimen the ova measured 5'5 mm'

rr,rrtl there were 49 in the left ovary äa +o in the right. The other spegi-

nr()ns examined,;; ;.ught in Äpril-(2), May.(t), Jyqe (4.)' July (2)'

Arrgust (2) and September (1;_. I; t*o tutg" spöcimens t'aken in April and

lt't,,,y ttre ovid"ucts were well developed'
'l'lro testes we e measured in tlie 22 males and their a'veragg l,""g.th'

r,xl».trssed as a pil;t.g" of head plus body length, gaYe the following

rr,Hrrlt,s: n'ebru"Jy i'e tri, aptif 4'L'121, May 4'5-(7), {l"g-1'9-(9)' {oly
t,.:l (:l), August 8.9 (2), Septr*but +lf il), t)ecember 7'1 (1): The data

rrn' lirw but indicutä greu,test testis lengih.in December and Bebruary'

'l'lris ('orresponds witfr the single- obseöation of developing -egqs 
in.a

li,rrrtlo i,, Februa"y. It is po*Jibl* that mating lakeg pl?g" during. th.e

\vr,r, $.irson, the iwä females-found with well deieloped öviducüs in April
rrrrrl Mrr,.y having already laid their eggs'

'l'lrrr stomutü-* of lz'specimens were examined and the contents are

xlrown in Tab1e I which shows that this species had a wide ra'nge of insect

;rrr'.y without, any obvious preference.
li;rr,cirnen s of bhamael,eo^*ur" found in stomachs of the snake Telescopus

,r,',,,1;,,' r,,r,,ulatus s emi,annulatus ( Smith ).

A 1,ol,al

tnrt,lcs tt,tttl
lrr r ilr lir rgn.

'l'ltt, sllt't:it'H if+

I'l 1l rrrrrr. lrr,irrg

§cinciilae.

M abuy a maculilnbri,s maculilnbris (G ray)'

of Bl specimons were takon within the forest, edge, I7. being

l+ femäles. Most of the specimens were taken on or close to

ovilrarotts, ltlrgtl sholled oglln mo&suring approximntelv
l*i,1. 'l'lir,, girrr,rls ,[' l4''itlnr*,1«,,g w,,t'u *xtt,tttittrrtl rr'ttd
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ffif t#fl lffi:? i",uHl*:fl ffi [ ,}ltl ü 
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: 

I 
: 

: 

il'til 
]:ä*lt

in iune (2),septem'är-1r1, .ää"öätober (l) lt*'rl lrrt'p'r' ()\'rr' s tnflt' 'o

10 mm. in diamää, i, trr"3ruriäärä*p".irri,,r*'i",',ut,,,r' 
ir'l rrr,l, N'vember

(2) had "o-ryt{ 
p*J,*rdeverffioräo.t*, 

-r*;,r;|:ir,,i ,irnr rrrov rnight

üJ"ä-urt"adY iaid their egss'

Tesr,n I.-The st'omach contents of S2 specimorrs "l' 
t lltrr'r"'''--" tll.!!!!Oti

Nttrrtbor

Numbor I Contents | "l Ht"rmuchs

Contents I of stomachs

Empty
Uniäentifrect
Isopoda
Feathers
Vegetablo matt'or
Wood"
Stones

Insocta:
Odonat'a
OrthoPtera

B:'ffin,Jäh.rr.opt'era'^iJPiaäPtu"a (adults)
iääiä"'Pt*a (Iarva:)

DiPtera
HYmenoPt'era
ColeoPtera

l0
.).)

I

l4
4
t)

II
6

1l

; "*-l, 
7, 

',jll:::, :I .::;, :' ),t' il lifit, il$ rl:ilL"-rt ]"t1lii:tThe gonads oI' tT nurk,s w(rr'(r t'\ir'rrrittt'tl tt'ttu 
tä;i;;ä?h, T"he results

testes **p''"*'"'l' ;- i;"iu'' "".'t ".1':':]l'l:l;i'J'*,1','i'X,,*gost a, steacrv t."::::T:""
l"#:il1ljJil i,ittt i,lrc 11,w, slr..itlrorrs r)ttt' stts6ü-.är,* 

u"ä i(orember.

from March t" Sö;"U"" *it'lt rr, «lolittit'o «lro1r t

-The 
stornach orltltcnts of 28 *pecimt>ls of Mq,b,uyamac,ut,i,labros.

ßJt* f"pä-.".f äs t lxrl'oc111l1gtr 
ol ltt'irtr l'r\rn -*rlt, *T"rdypercentage

are incon cr *siv e l'rti' i il:: t"::- 
l' ::' : l l)\:i il,,*i i li, i'l i?3ü#d; ;"ä iG""mber

Tesr,m II.
Number of st'omachs

Content's

EmptY
Uniäentified
Insecta:

OrthoPt'era
DictYoPt'era

"i:llft?"" 

r{et'eroptera
ilu"pid"Ptu'a (Iarvre)

ColeoPt'ora
Aranoao
Solifugao
DiPloPod-a.
lioPl,ilo skrn
Ilotro
Vogot,rrlrlo mat'ter

4
r,

10
I
2
c,

4
l0

1
1
1
3
1

I

,l'lr' rr,rrrr.l, ,'.rlt'ttls of'2tt.,1'::Tl.:l: @';rrTrlJl$?$*::'i:":1" ffi;' l'l tl trl .r r trr ('l r r'.r r l t't tl s of' 28's'Pocinrens ( I'aore 
rii#ffiä"i"'""t"t' The

,::;l1ii::i:i,ll,;l; 
r 

iii *l'illiirrilil:illlrrkilili,';l";lil*jtlr*lix'l"
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M abuya planifrons (Peters).

A single male was taken in October on the side of the escarpment-
The test-es were l0 mm. long. The süomach was ernpty, but the tail and
hindquarters of a small skink of the genus Mrt,lnryu, were sticking out of
its mouth.

Ablepharws wahlb er g ü, (Smit'h).

A single male was taken in July in the fringirrg woodland. The testes
measured 5'5 mm. and the stomach cotttained a, srnall beetle.

Lacertitlae.

Lucertrt, s1t.

A single juvenile was taken in Septonrlr«rr orr tlto sitle of the escarpment.

Latastia,'i oh,n,s l,t trt,i ( I it I r r I o I r ger).

Seven specimens were takerr, fivu rtralcs arrtl two f'ernales, five coming
fr.om the fringing woodlanrl a,nr[ t,wo fi'orn the sidc ot't]re escarpment.

'llhe two females taken in April u,nrl May showcd rto development of
l,lre gonads.

The average testis length of the males was
lol,al body length from April to November.

about three per cent of the

'l'hree of the stomachs examined were empty and
('rltroptera (3), Coleoptera larva (1) and Araneae (1).

I chnotropt'i,s capensis biuittala (Bocage).

Sr.vcn specimens were taken within the woodland habitats, two males,
Itl, ltr1n&les and three juveniles.

'l'lrr, flsmale taken in July had ova in the ovaries 2 mrn. in diameter
.nrl rrlrr,lled eggs in the oviducts rneasuring I3'5 mmX6'5 ffiffi., one only
ll 'rl'lr oviduct. The one taken irr August had ova in the ovaries 5'5 mm.
lf r rlrrrrrrcl,or and containing yolk.

'l'u, nrirlos were examined and the average testis length, expresse(l as a

frr,l r rrtru,. of the total length, was 2.S in May and.3.7 in June.
'l'lr,,,rl,rrnilch contents of five specimens were examined, one was ern1rt,.y

Hul llr,',,1 lrors contained Acrididae (3), Mantidae (t), Isoptera (t) and
{ltttrirr' 1l).

v ar anus r,*rrlTr^ilT*t r s ( r,i .,ae,s ) .

Fllrlr.r.rr rr;rccin)ons were takcrr irr all habil,a,ts itnd alI ne&r rivors.
'llto1 tu rr. llrrlr, li,rrrillcs, six ntales a,rrd fivt: .jrrvcrrilcs. '['wo sllocitntltts
*Flr, el l,,r,ll.1 ,lrunit,lf(r(l llrrlt 1,lrrrir scx t;oltl«l tto1, lro rlcl;onnItto«'1.

Itt 11,,, llrr,'r, lr,rrrir,lr,s orrr: irr Mir,.y slrowrr«l tto signs ol'tltrvtrlolrttttrltl; «rl'

llte rtl nr lr ,i lrrrl llrr. ol,lrcl llvr». 1,rrl<clr itt Novt,tttlrct' it,tttl l)c«rt,tttllttl', ltittl
ltl ä ltr Ilrr-i\ illtrir rll' .l tttttt. tliit,tttol,r,t'.

the others contained
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Inthesixmales,collectedinMarch'M*y'Junoal{fecember'the
a,verase r"rgrhäf lhe teste- ä;i;-i;, i""' Ji it'ätät"t bodv length' and'

d.id. not show any mark"d üilÄ,fä'iatioi' 
- 
tf'" data aie too few to

allow *oy 
"orr.Ioäions 

aboutlä; ü;""d,ing *tu*o" to be reached'

Thest,omachsoflsspecimenswere"*ami,,"d,t[gwereemptyand
rhree herd Äuteriu,t *l.irq^ää;ä;t b" idäää;ä' Thg. contents of the

remainde, *"*u Murid-ae tgi, ääphiti' (1); ä;;;didu' '(?)' 
Coleoptera (5)

and Dipropoda (r): . 
This ht#ää#ä;;'äk;ilwrriätr ttre vertebrates

form an appreäiät t" part äi"rää'aiä" 
-#^;il-*vations on & nesting

corony "f 
#;äir"-;ir*" (petecanu, on;oioiitärl ä tne shore of Lake

Rukwa * was noted 
^tr"t 

v "»;;;;äila;,ii';;;;; 
of the major predat'ors

of Pelican eggs'

OPIIIDIA.

TYBhlopiilae'

T yphtops punctatus punotatas (Leach)'

Two males were taken in'Ap'it' Uotn;"yti" the forest' edse'

The tesres were s.+ anä e.ö-fu .urt oä it " 
ilirr lengrfr respectively'

The stom"ätt* "f 
Uoth speoimens were empty'

Boiüae.

Python sebae (Gmelin)'

Sixspecimenswereta|en,fourmales,onefemaleandoneofundeter.
mined *"*. 

--T*o 
wer.e ,riliJ*rrä*"'rt"i";;;t ädgu' tIo,o* the side of the

"r.rrp*"r,r 
Äa t*o i, tnrärä-rrra; ;#ffit#";:+'?I"" in association

with the scat,tered t,".*io?iäT;iil; th" ;ä'-'g:::age lines on the

olains.onewithinth"{ätäqsä*"lJakenona-liver.bank'' Th, female taken i* J;;;L"d-ot'* ",f 
ä'i" **' diameter in the ovarles'

The urrlrage length "f 
äil iä;^oi t*t males exp-ressed a's a' percentage

of rotar tength was: .lo'J"zlgö"ü;##;iit;\o""*uer 
1-'1 (l)' and

( sä#H:i.-.[|', 
Iyf, xä,?":#f1-ä:u 

the other four contained the

\l rem&,ns ä"i"tä' probably Araicanthus sp '

Colubriilae'

Boaeil'on ful'i'gi'nosus ful'i'g inoszcs (Boie)'

Thirty-two specim"n* *är" iaken,Joo' ?"*ules' eig\t' males and twent'y

iorr*.#*,"id ;it "r;"f;;;;üfCing 
woodla"a' The species was

.o**o'i t"'i"äry;1 fg";q i"' ""a'lYfnlTgl,ä: in Februarv- Mav and

;ffi'J,"#:',§"t*"1"ff 

"ft'#Ui't-r"rärj;J#r*äili?Jff 

*'
,I,ho späcimeri i, S.ptä*'üäi ["a 

"111 
in the ovaries. of 6 mm' diameter

urul Ülso Bovon 
"sgu 

*u*iäiin[:lrx 16 mm. in the oviducts'

I

r. a. D. Robertson, et ar.: some reptiles from s.w. Tanganyika dzl
The average testis length of the males enoressed as a percentage oftotal length was: FebruarJ, B.Z (r), Ap"il ,.t(r), May Z.t lZl,June Z.g (2)and November B.t (t).
Juveniles were takän in most months.
The stomach contents of 

-30 specimens were examined and. 24 wereempty. x'our specimens had .eadn rats, one bein§-;;k;; in the act ofswallowinE a frä-l Mouse (Mus *,t""tiiaä1. O";p;*", .ortained afrog and äu ;üä"ir" .ä"tu i;;";;;l-*ä!ianeved tö be rhe conrenrs ofan egg.

Phi,l,othamnus s emiuari eg atus s emiuar i eg atus ( smith).

^ 
Folt specimens, one femalo and three males, were taken within theforest edge.
The female taken in January had ova of z mm. diameter in the ovary.The stomachs of all four speci-";, ;;; empry.

Dasypeltis scabra (Linnaeus).
Two specimens, one male and one_ female, were taken, one being withinthe forest edge and one in the grassland.'r'he lemale, taken in December, had ova of B mm. diameter in ilreovaries' The male, taken i" o.t"ü";; h"d iestes the average lengüh .f.which, expressed as a percenrage 

"i toiui nod;lädä; ;# ;"The stomachs of bot-ir specimens were empty.

T eles copus s emiannuratus s emi,annuratus (smith).
x'ifteen specimens were taken, eleven from the fringing woodland andfour from the side of the escarpment. one was takei iri a sandpit, butseveral were taken in trees u,äd t*o in ihe thatched roofs of houses.x'ive were males, six femares, one juvenile ,rrd thr.e wero unsexed. due todamage.
one female inJ"J{ had large eggs of 24xlI mm. in tho ovicluots, t}rn,trbeing five in one oviäud and forrä the other. ,{hq spocimen irr May 1*rrnine ova of g x 4 mm. in the left-hanä o-"-;ü and eight in tho riglrt-larrtlovary.
The testes of the five males ha{ a length of about B per cont of tho totull,dy Iength without-a,ny marked variitiä"-r"o- April to August. lthorl*l;a are too few to ailo# any concrusions to be drawn.'l'he stomachs. of twelve sliecimens were 

"*u*ir"d, six were empty an4llrrr others contained'chamaiteo d,iteptt atlieii'(!1, a"ouya striata süriaüa (t),rrrrrl reptile remains (l). rt therefär" *"uil, iilat reptiies form tho majorrliol, of this snaku, 
"hrmueleons bui"g fr"pärtr"t.

c r otaphop erti s hotambo eia hotamb o et a (Laurenti).
§ix sllecimens were taken, three wiühin the forest edge and three in thogl'rrxsluttd' Three were males, two females and ono wäs unsoxod duo totln rrrrr,go.
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Thetwot'emalestakeninDecember(r)a1$I,ebruary(1)hadovainthe
ovaries of aiu,rrr"tä ä Ä*' and-2 mm' respectivelv'

In the ffi" ;;ü.- ""r*i.,"d 
il'l\i;; ä:r:1 'f ,,"ä t'l'" le.gths of the testes

were respectiv"i, g.A a,rd.2'4ü ;;;1 of tlro t.ta'l body lengths'

'iü; ,io*u,rh*h"'" empty in all the specirn()r)s'

Hemi,rhagerrhisnototaeniayrrltokt,e,,rr,r,rr,((}unther).

Three specimens, one female and twrl ntilltrs wor() t,'ke.' all within the

forest edge. r -. r....r .) r,,rr) irr rlia,rueter in the
Thefemale,takeninNovcmbor,Itiltl«lvru2tltttt.irrtlia,rrt

ovaries and. in th;il" *uf"*,'['ätf,,"i,,1fi""i]'A,r'il' t'lrc average testis

length ""pr".*ädä. 
u p"r.".rtu'g" of t,.t.,l lcrls],lr wit's 2'o .'rrtl l|'7'

,Ihe stomu"fr. of tnä three sfecirrto.s w(rr'() .ttt1rt"'v'

P sammoqthis sibilan's sibiltt'rt's ( l''i rr r ttlorts )'

E1even specimens'were taken' six malos' threo lbtttilltls

lMere damaged ;;J.ä"ra not be sexerl. liighl, ()f'l,lrotrt

forest edge, o"" 
-il"i"g 

t'k*" up a trec' atrl t;hroo li:«rnt

escarpment'' r ,r r rr^^ ^-.-l o^.l^ isrn,rlrlvotttir:eanclalsothat
Loveridge (1953)remarks that thea,'1.11,"-:i1:,is rarolv otftir:e an

he founcl the tail-s"Jf*o*" of his.larqor st):,:-1Llol* t,I]lrrr"ca'to' In our collec-

tion the urrut *"ui"?u*-iiiria.,rl i. rii,c ,1,*riru,,,is t,ttd .rftire in' two' while

two males of bo<ly le.gt, l,(X;;,rirn. ,in,l l,Oi»4 rnllr' hatl short tails of

l46mm. and" 2Illnrrn. r,,,*1,.,"1,i'n"lv, tlrtl rturnbcr «lf sub-caudals being

27 and 43' 
:d' two' takert iu November and December'

,;'rff:tffi*ä3]T ffiI'il?;;;,,rc* ; th- ;;i'J' tut'",, in Julv' had

ova in t6e ovaries measuri,g ZiXi";;, 12 inih" t"ft ovary and 14 in the

t'*llr; 
avera,ge length of thelestes in'ht- i*s' expressed as a percentage

of total body len[th, was 2.7-in one sp"cimen ii February' but about

5.0 in n,r" *p""iäEä*'.ä,"r-t"a i:-*^,;ä" tu october' The data suggest

that the t"rt"* ätä 
"lfutg"a 

from June onwards'

Thestomachsofninespecimenswereexamined,*""-:1.*them\Mere
empty ,rrd t*äi"rtri""a tfr" ,r*rins of rats. In otre specimen Cestodes

wer,() found in the mesentery and body cavity'

Psammophi'ssubtaenöatussud'anensas(Werner)'

Seventy-eight specimens \{ere taken, four from the grassland, 66 from

rhe f r:ingi"g *.,äJürra urra "igir;"f;ä;n" 
-p: of the escarpment' Thirty-

o.c worc r.,los, 2tt females and- 16 were ;""J"ii"*' threä being unsexecl

"",it,ll tllllil' , »f tzfematc,s wcre examine<l (Table rrl) and the result's

itttli.rtl,. llrrr'l' trgg l.'.yi,g ta'ltä'i1""t9- i",Septämber anrl gctober' ifwtr

s1rr.r:irr(,.i{ i,, XIi,,,,,'i,,,,.ir,,,1 ,;;,,,' irr Ot:t',bt'tl}rtltl l*rgc ,vitlttct's an«l w.rtl

I. A. D. Robertsorr, r,l, rtl,.: Honr(,r r,r.lrlills

presumed to have Jrr,irl l,lroir, r,ßl{H rrtr.r,rr,rl.y.
oviducts of three sll.rrirrtr,,r,n *,,n l), Jo r,rr,l :.f,,
mm. longand I0 t,o l6 trrrrr. lrr.orrrl,

The gonads ttl'27 ttlrth'x \v('l'(\ (r\lr,nrirrr,rl rr,rrr,l l,lrr,. il,v(rrirgo testis lengthexpressed irs u, Ixit.c(,lrl,r,E,r,ol'llrl l,olrr,l lrorly k.rrgl,lr *,,,r,"ff{"rch 2.g (l),May 2.ti (l)), ,l.rit.y [t.It (:i), Arrgrrnl, tr.o (J), l.{o1rl,orplrsr.4.ti (6), October3'8 (3), N,vt"tttlrrrl' 1'7 (J) ,rrr,l 
,i)q1111,1;1111r1.':iir «z). ,l'tro rlilta Äuggest thatühe testtr$ lr,r'(t lrur.gr.xr, r'r,,irrr ,lrrty 1,, ;iopl,r,r,rl,,l,.,'wlric6 i" j;*;'before ühefentalos slrow (rggH t.(\r(1.\, lo Iry.

'l'lttr xl,olrtnrrlr rronl,r,nir-r ,,t' ifi *pr,cinlolrs w()r.r) r;xilrnined. l.ifty_severrw(rt'(r r,,lnlll.y, l.l rrorrl,rrirlorl r.rr,l,s,,,r',,,,r,.irrvrrrrilo Vruq7pt,s nilotiius,o1e 6reI't,tttrr,irrH ol'n, lllttlttttlrt ,tlt,irtltt, ()n(r iu l.r.og, ir,lrrl orre the remains of anrrrrirlr''rrl,ililrl lizrr,r'rr. . ( )ur, s;rrrcinr(.1 (,1,r,r.i,,,i'r,iprr*, r,*; rrfi cJ.äoa", in thegill, rr,rrrl l,l,,.r,r' ltn,rl Norrrrr,l,rirh,s irr l,lro wrrll ol. llt. llorly 
"rroity.'

'f'Alll'l'l lll' 'l'lltt «krv1';,,,rrttrrrl, ol' l,lrrr ovil,r.irrs ilr 1ilrnale psamtnophis
u ltl rr t tt,,i,rt I rt,s .

ll'r rt rr l'.i. W. 'l}lrrganyika 4Zg

'l'lro rrrrnrber of eggs in the
l,lrrr rrgus lroing aboüt 25to B0

:r,trcl two which
ca,me from the
the side of the

. I No. ol'spo«rirnons wil;h
rvrorrl lr I rnrr,x... rlirr.mo[er (mnr.)

I - -. of'eggs in ovary
No. of spocimens with

eggs in ovicluct,1-5 -6-10 
76-20

March
Mav
June
July
August
Septembor
October
Novembor
Decomber

I
q

2
I

I
I
4
4

Psam,rrt ophis u,n11olrrn,si,s ( Iiror,grr).
A single female was taken wil,hin ilro fbrest cdg. rrr,.irrg Mrr,.y.There were ova of 2'5 mm. cliarnet,or i, th; ,,rrrrri,,*. 1l,lr. sl,,rrrrr,.f 1 1y11,1.1empty.

B caphi ophi s arbogtunctutu,s arbopu,nctat,us ( p. r,. r.s ).
. 
Thirty-two specimens of ühis beaked snake were tal<.rr, lirrr. ,rr l,lr.side of the escarpment, 27 in the fringilg;ärand una n,,,, i,, t,t,,, g'r,HH_land. Therewere rr_mares, ninefemd".r?";;;;en1es ancl 1,w, wrrir:lr w(tr,(,)not sexed because of damage.
of the nine femares,.*pr.irr"rs in Janua.ry (l)r.s".,,.L(r)rr,rrrr Apr.ir (r)had ova of 2 mm. in diaimeüer in th" o"u,ri"l,'#hil" ir;-nnl.,i i*,, L,,,,r ,,r,,,of 9 mm. in the ovaries and in :I"ly ro,r, rr*i ärru,, i,, trre ovrlr.irrs llr,rgirrg{rom 20 mm. to 4l mm. in dia#efur. 

-iJx; 
<lirl;il srrggrrsl, llrnl, (,gg<levelo,nr,rt begirs,about May ilrr«l c.rl,irrrrt;s ir,l, lrriusl, ,,,itlt .1,,,Iv, r'lrr,rr.irr s«lntcl sptrt:irn()ns, t,lre eggs rlr:,, ,,cl,,l.y t,, 1,,,v."
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The average testis length when expressed as a percentage of total
length was: February 2'2 (4), M*y 2'5 (2), June 4'4 (4) and July 3'6 (1).
This suggests that there is a considerable increase in testis length in June
and July, which agrees with the fact that egg development in the female
begins in May.

The stomachs of. 32 specimens were examined : 30 were empty, one
contained an adult rat and the other four newly born rats.

Dispholid,us typus (Smiüh).

A single female was taken within the foresü edge in May.
There were 17 well developed ova in the ovaries, their average measure-

ment being 25XL5 mm. The stomach contained thc remains of a lizard
and a grasshopper.

ElaBidae.

N aj a ni,gri,collis (Reinhardt ).
Thirteen specimens were taken, one female, ten males and one juvenile ;

one was not, sexed because of damage. Four were taken on the side of
the escarpment and the rest, in the forest edge.

The single female, taken in June, had large ova l0 X 5 mm. in the ovaries.
The left ovary contained 22 ova and the right ovary 28. There were
also many small ova visible ranging from I to 3 mm. in diameter.

The average length of the testes in nine males, expressed as a percentage
of total length, was: June 2'8 (l), July 4'l (t), August 4'1 (4), October
2.5 (I) and November 3.9 (l). The data are few but suggest, an increase in
testis size in JuIy onwards. This agrees with the fact that the female had
developing oYa in June.

The stomachs of all 13 specimens we e examined. Nine were empty,
two contained rats, one a specimen of. Bufo regularis regularis and the
other had swallowed two bull frogs (Rana ailspersa). This specimen
also contained beetles, but they may have come from the stomachs of the
partly digested bull frogs. Three specimens were carrying ticks.

D end,r oaspi,s p olylepi s p o;l,ylepf s (Gunther).

Six specimens of the black mamba were taken, four in the foresü edge
and two on the side of the escarpment. X'our were males, one female,
and one was not sexed. because of damage.

The female, taken in October, had ova mea,suring 8 mm. in the ovaries.
fn June a pair was seen copulating on the side of the escarpment.

The average length of the testes of the males, expressed as a percentago
of total length was : January 2'3 (l), April 2'0 (l), June I'5 (l) and
N«rvcmbor I'7 (l ).

'l'hrr stolnuchs of fivc spccimons were empty and thaü of tho sixth
r;orrl;rrirrorl l,lro woll-tligosl,od romains of a rat,.

I. A. l). Il,rlrrrr.l,H{rr, el rtl.: §orro *r,l,ilrrs lir,n .S.W. ,I,a,

viperidae. 
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The seasonal change in the a,verage üestis lengüh, expr-essed as a percenüag.e of the üotal
body lengtt, of. male B,itii ari,atana, Figures-along tho top show ühe numbor of
spocimens examined.
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